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Rutgers Environmental Stewards
 Spring 2016 class
 Passaic County 

Extension
 Dr. Amy Rowe

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Some basic info about the town, for context.



Verona, New Jersey

i
 Essex County
 2.766 square miles
 Population 13,332 

(5,315 households)
 Sustainable Jersey 

Bronze Level 
Certification (2016)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Some basic info about the town, for context.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Photos of Verona Park and town square.





GBR Program Goals

 Encourage and support sustainable operating 
practices.

 Increase community investment and awareness.

 Improve business relationship with the township.

 Enhance our Sustainable Jersey profile.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Origins of the program. Overriding goal: Support the local economy while promoting sustainability.
 




Process
 Worked closely with the Green Team Chair.

 Researched other GBR programs and the NJ 
Sustainable Business Registry.

 Compiled a database of Verona’s ~300 businesses.

 Created the initial collateral materials 
(application, benefits sheet, program calendar).

 Canvassed local businesses to recruit and test 
program ideas.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Lucky to work with a great Green Team that includes the Mayor, the Public Works manager, the comms manager, and the head of the Env Commission.

Sustainable Verona Members include:
Steven Neale-Chairman (Township of Verona)
Kevin Ryan (Mayor)
Gloria Machnowski (Environmental Commission)
Frank Sapienza (Verona Resident)
Noreen Jones (Township of Verona, Engineer's Office)
Christine Liaukus (Verona Resident, Architect)
Bob Dickison (Shade Tree Commission)
Dave Fink (Energy Consultant)
Stephen Pope (Verona Resident)
Carlos Aguirre (Verona Resident)
Tom Cherry (Verona Resident)
Bob Prout (Shade Tree Commission)
Chuck Molinaro (Township of Verona, Public Works)
John Britch (Verona Resident)
Thomas Jacobsen (Township of Verona, Building Code)
Jaime Rivera Casanova (Verona Resident)
Jonathan Hayter (Verona Resident)
Chace Cottrell (Verona Resident)




Application
 Doing 5 actions from 

a longer list mirroring 
the NJ Sustainable 
Business Registry 
criteria.

 “Wildcard” category 
allows for industry or 
business-specific 
actions.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Talk about the application. How much of this do they want to hear?



Benefits
 Promotional support

 Education and 
Networking Support

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Talk about the benefits. Again, how much does this audience need?



Progress & Next Steps
 Signed on three 

businesses on (one to 
the NJSBR).

 Partnering with:
NJSBR

PSEG Institute for 
Sustainability Studies 
at Montclair State U

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Talk about interns helping to canvas and provide program direction. 



Benefits of Environmental Stewardship

 ES curriculum aligns with SJ goals:

 Biodiversity & Ecosystem Services

 Water

 Agriculture & Soils

 Air Quality

 Development Patterns

 Energy

 Waste

 Class environment encourages 
networking among facilitators and 
fellow students.
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