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Webinar Housekeeping

• Post questions in Chat or Questions option

• All attendees muted until the end

• Slides will be emailed and posted at 
https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/resourc
es/presentations/webinar-recordings/

https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/resources/presentations/webinar-recordings/
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Agenda

• Background of priority actions

• Selecting priority actions

• Finding Spotlights & Examples

• Priority action review

• Questions & answers 
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Levels of Certification

• Green team

• 2 out of 14 priority actions

• Actions completed in 6 of 
22 categories

• Green team

• 3 out of 14 priority actions

• Actions completed in 8 of 
22 categories

5

150 
points

350 
points

https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/certification/certification-overview/

If you recertify before all points in the application expire you can build on 
existing approved points for certification instead of starting from zero!
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What is a Priority Action?

An action that is considered to be especially 
important and foundational for sustainability in New 
Jersey schools. 

Priority actions were selected by Sustainable Jersey 
taskforces of experts in a diverse range of  
education-related topic areas – from Student 
Learning to Operations.
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Priority Actions

• District Sustainability Policy 

• Professional Development for 
Sustainability

• School Carbon Foot Print

• District Commitment to Digital 
Learning

• Equitable Access to Digital 
Learning

• Digital Citizenship

• Education for Sustainability 
Actions (category of 14 actions)

• Energy Efficiency for School 
Facilities

• Green Building Policy

• Green Purchasing Policy

• Indoor Air Quality Review

• Community Education & 
Outreach

• School Wellness Council

• Waste Audit
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Check “Priority” box at top 
of Actions list to find the 
priority actions.

https://www.sustainablejers
eyschools.com/actions/

Find Priority Actions on Website

https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/actions/
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Action Name
Action 
Type

Total 
Submitted 
w/Docs & 
Reviewed

Adjusted 
Approval 

Rate

Education for Sustainability 
Grades 4-12 Arts

School 17 94%

Education for Sustainability 
Grades 4-12 English Language 
Arts

School 20 85%

Education for Sustainability 
Grades 4-12 Health

School 13 85%

Education for Sustainability 
Grades 4-12 Social Studies

School 21 76%

Education for Sustainability 
Grades 4-12 Science

School 38 71%

Education for Sustainability 2nd 
Grade

School 24 71%

Education for Sustainability 
Grades 4-12 Math

School 12 67%

Education for Sustainability 
Grades 4-12 Career and 
Technical Education

School 10 60%

Education for Sustainability 3rd 
Grade

School 21 57%

Education for Sustainability 1st 
Grade

School 16 56%

Education for Sustainability 
Grades 4-12 Technology

School 12 50%

Education for Sustainability 
Integrated Unit

School 14 14%

Action Name
Action 
Type

Total 
Submitted 
w/Docs & 
Reviewed

Adjusted 
Approval 

Rate

Energy Efficiency for 
School Facilities

Both 31 68%

District Sustainability 
Policy

District 24 67%

Green Purchasing Policy District 6 67%

Professional Development 
for Sustainability

Both 30 57%

Community Education & 
Outreach

Both 42 55%

School Carbon Footprint Both 27 41%

School Wellness Council School 24 33%

Indoor Air Quality Review School 26 19%

Green Building Policy District 1 100%

Action Approval Rates (2019)

>50% and >10 submissions 
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Check out Examples:

Action Spotlights

Exemplary submissions from schools that were certified 
are “spotlighted” in the action descriptions:
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Check out Examples:

Certification Reports
Use the Participating Schools Map to find examples of documentation from 
certified schools

Search by action
View certified schools 

approved for that action

View certification report for 
example documentation

https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/certification/search
-participating-districts-schools-approved-actions/
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12

Example of certification report; 
scroll down report to find 
submission information for 
searched action.
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District Sustainability Policy - Requirements

DISTRICT ONLY

• Description: Explain what has been 
accomplished and the impact it 
has/will have on the school 
community. 

• Approved and dated copy of the 
Sustainability Policy. 

• Evidence that policy is posted on the 
district website with samples of 
district outreach to staff, students and 
parents.

Resubmission Requirements:

- Documentation that the Board informed the school staff, students and parents about 

the district's progress in implementing the policy through various outreach techniques

- Evidence that policy is posted on district website.

The policy defines sustainability and states 

the district's goal to operate with identified 

sustainability priorities that include at a 

minimum: protecting students, staff and 

community from environmental harm; 

preparing students for the future by 

educating for sustainability; and an intent to 

preserve current and future resources. 
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District Sustainability Policy - Spotlight

Spring Lake Heights School District 

District Policy

Policy posted on website

https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fsjs-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com%2Ffileadmin%2Fcicbase%2Fdocuments%2F2020%2F1%2F4%2F15781543601258.doc&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://sjs-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2020/1/4/15781553985442.pdf
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Professional Development for Sustainability-
Requirements

DISTRICT OR SCHOOL

• Description:  Explain what has 
been accomplished and the impact 
it has/will have on the school 
community.

• Documentation showing that 5, 10, 
15 or 20 personnel (for 
corresponding number of points 
awarded) have each received two 
hours of training, including details 
about personnel and the training. 

Resubmission Requirements:

- Full submission requirements.

Quality professional development of staff and 

board members facilitates the effective 

transition to sustainability planning and 

practices for schools and districts.
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Professional Development for Sustainability-
Spotlight

Ramtown Elementary School

Documentation

https://sjs-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2020/1/10/15786249895491.pdf
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School Carbon Footprint - Requirements

DISTRICT OR SCHOOL

• Description: Explain what has been 
accomplished and the impact it 
has/will have on the school 
community.  Identify sources of 
information used in calculations. 

• Sustainable Jersey Carbon Footprint 
spreadsheet or similar tool.

Resubmission Requirements:

- Updated analysis using data from 

within 3 years.

A School Carbon Footprint measures the amount of greenhouse gas 

(GHG) emissions produced by the school as a result of its operations 

in a given year. It requires an accounting-like inventory of all the 

sources of GHG in your school buildings, fleet, and operations. Most 

of this GHG footprint results from the schools' energy use profile, 

although other sources are also considered.

https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sustainablejerseyschools.com%2Ffileadmin%2Fmedia%2FActions_and_Certification%2FActions%2FSchool_Carbon_Footprint%2FSchool_Carbon_Footprint_Tool_Ver_1.0__1_.xlsx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
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School Carbon Footprint - Spotlight

Cranbury School

Carbon footprint spreadsheet

https://sjs-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2021/5/25/16219858570066.xlsx
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Energy Efficiency for School Facilities -
Requirements

• Description: Explain which audit approach 
was taken and provide high-level 
conclusions from the audit .  For higher point 
levels, give  a summary of the Energy Use 
Intensity calculations. 

• One of the following, depending on point 
level:

• 5 points (for schools only): Local 
Government Energy Audit or ASHRAE 
Level 2 Audit for one building

• 10 points: Energy audits for all buildings 
in school or district.

• 15 points (for schools only) -
Upgrades in one building that will result 
in at least 10% annual energy savings.

• 20 points - Energy audit for all buildings 
and upgrades in one building resulting 
in 10% energy savings.

• 30, 40, or 50 points - Data showing 
10%, 20%, or at least 30% energy 
savings, respectively, between two 
years for all buildings in school or 
district.

Resubmission Requirements:

- Updated documentation

- For 5 and 10 point levels, the audit must be no 

older than 5 years from January submission 

deadline.

- For 15, 20, 30, 40, and 50 point levels, new 

energy data should be no more than 18 months 

old.

DISTRICT OR SCHOOL

Take increasingly more effective 

steps to reduce energy 

consumption, starting with energy 

audits and culminating in 

upgrades that lead to deep 

savings. Most of the work done 

under this action will make use of 

incentives provided by New 

Jersey’s Clean Energy Program 

and utility companies.
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Energy Efficiency for School Facilities -
Spotlights

Cove Road Elementary School

Data showing energy savings

Upper Township Elementary School

Local government energy audit

https://sjs-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2020/5/7/15888587242395.xlsx
https://sjs-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2019/3/22/15532627802871.pdf
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Green Building Policy - Requirements

DISTRICT ONLY

• Description: Describe the policy, the 
date of its adoption and how it has 
been implemented. 

• Copy of policy that includes 
mandatory elements outlined in 
action description.

• Annual report of how policy has been 
implemented, and of any  
construction projects with green 
standard.

• Copy of school board minutes 
showing presentation of report in 
current school year.

Resubmission Requirements:

- Provide link  to the online Green 

Building Policy and a progress 

report and board minutes from the 

current school year.

Adopt a policy that requires 

all major renovation and new school 

construction to meet a nationally 

recognized green building standard.

This demonstrates the 

district’s commitment to 

environmental, economic, and social 

stewardship practices that reduce 

operating costs, provide healthy work 

and learning environments, and 

sustainability leadership. 
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Green Building Policy - Spotlight

Egg Harbor Township School District

Policy

https://sjs-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2019/4/10/15549037742495.pdf
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Green Purchasing Policy - Requirements

DISTRICT ONLY

• Description: Explain what has been 
accomplished and the impact it 
has/will have on the school 
community. 

• Green Purchasing Policy with 
minimum standards and date of 
adoption. 

• Documentation that policy was 
distributed to all administrative and 
facilities heads, and posted on 
website. 

Resubmission Requirements:

- Evidence that policy remains in effect and is posted on 

district website.

- Evidence of annual notification to relevant district 

employees.

Commit to environmentally preferable 

purchasing by enacting an official 

policy that outlines standards and 

procedures for selecting products 

based on environmental criteria.
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Green Purchasing Policy - Spotlights

Pequannock Township School District

Policy

Clayton Public School District

Policy

https://sjs-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2018/1/16/15161222845271.pdf
https://sjs-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2018/3/6/15203754769932.pdf
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Indoor Air Quality Review - Requirements

SCHOOL ONLY

• Description: Short summary of IAQ 
team's efforts, how results were 
shared with school community, and 
impact on the school environment. 

• List of IAQ Team members and map 
of school.

• Copies of completed walk-through 
checklists.

• IAQ action plan resulting from walk-
through.

• Samples of IAQ training and 
educational materials provided to 
school staff.

Resubmission Requirements:

- Full submission requirements.

Take a proactive approach to 

identifying factors contributing to poor air 

quality and addressing them before 

problems arise.

Complete a walk-through of the 

building to identify potential air quality 

concerns, develop an action plan for 

addressing them, and communicate the 

results of the effort to school staff, 

including highlighting the role they play 

in maintaining a healthy school 

environment.



Facebook: SustainableJersey  |  Twitter:  @SJ_Program, @SJ_Schools  | Insta: sustainable_jersey  |  LinkedIn: sustainable-jersey

Indoor Air Quality Review - Spotlights

Raritan High School

Walkthrough checklists

Deal Elementary School

Team members and plan documentation

https://sjs-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2020/3/3/15832586634517.pdf
https://sjs-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2019/3/26/155363312771.pdf
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Community Education & Outreach -
Requirements

SCHOOL ONLY

• Description: Explain what has been 
accomplished and the impact it 
has/will have on the school 
community. 

• Documentation for at least 2 
community education events or 
activities.

• Documentation that describes 
student involvement in one initiative.

Resubmission Requirements:

- Full submission requirements.

Take action to educate the community 

about sustainability issues and about 

specific programs that encourage 

sustainable practices. Educational 

programs and activities may be hosted at 

the school or held at another location, so 

long as the events are open to the public.



Facebook: SustainableJersey  |  Twitter:  @SJ_Program, @SJ_Schools  | Insta: sustainable_jersey  |  LinkedIn: sustainable-jersey

Community Education & Outreach -
Spotlight

Spring Lake Heights School

Documentation

https://sjs-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2020/1/4/15781737280561.pdf
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School Wellness Council - Requirements

SCHOOL ONLY

• Description: Explain how the School 
Wellness council was established,  
the School Health Index (SHI) 
Assessment was completed and the 
School Health Improvement Plan 
(SHIP) was developed.

• School Wellness Council's 
membership list and meeting 
schedule.

• Copy of SHI scoring sheet completed 
no more than 3 years ago and SHIP

• Documentation of Council's efforts to 
communicate SHIP to school 
community

Resubmission Requirements:

- Updated documentation to verify that the School Wellness 

Council is still actively implementing the SHIP.  If the SHI is 

more than 3 years old, then all submission requirements need 

to be updated.

Have an active School Wellness 

Council that :

•Completes the Centers for 

Disease Control and Prevention 

(CDC)’s Self-assessment and 

Planning Tool - the School Health 

Index (SHI)

•Develops a School Health 

Improvement Plan.

•Communicates the Plan to the 

school.
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School Wellness Council - Spotlights

Monmouth Regional High School

Communication of SHIP

West Caldwell Technical School

School Health Improvement Plan (SHIP)

https://sjs-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2021/1/13/16105642631989.pdf
https://sjs-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2020/12/31/16093840282071.pdf
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Waste Audit- Requirements

SCHOOL ONLY

• Description: Explain what has been 
accomplished and the impact it 
has/will have on the school 
community.

• Waste audit form completed on day 
of audit.

• Findings and recommendations to 
improve reduction and reuse.

• OPTIONAL: Photos of the audit 
and/or promotional materials to 
school community

Resubmission Requirements:

- Full submission requirements.

Complete a waste audit: an 

assessment of the school's waste in 

terms of quantity and origin. The audit 

must have been completed no earlier 

than the previous school year.
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Waste Audit- Spotlights

North Boulevard Elementary School

Findings and recommendations

Paramus High School

Report

https://sjs-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2018/3/30/15224321235377.pdf
https://sjs-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2018/1/12/15157284932162.pdf
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Education for Sustainability Actions

SCHOOL ONLY

• Description of implementation: Describe 
the lesson or unit, its delivery and its 
impact. 

• Lesson/unit plan aligned with NJ Student 
Learning Standards that documents the 
planning and delivery of lessons and 
assessment of student learning of the 
sustainability enduring understanding(s).

• Samples of student work and rubrics that 
show understanding of sustainability.

• Completed Education for Sustainability 
Questionnaire. For Digital Schools Star 
credit answer questions about digital 
component of lesson/unit.

• OPTIONAL: Additional documentation 
such as photos, videos, news articles.

Resubmission Requirements:

- Full submission requirements.

There are 14 Education for Sustainability actions but only one in an application will 

count towards meeting priority action requirement

Education for Sustainability (EfS) can 

occur in the context of any academic 

discipline and at any grade level. 

Submit lesson that delved into a 

sustainability-related issue, employed 

effective methods to engage students, 

and assessed student learning of 

sustainability core principles.



Facebook: SustainableJersey  |  Twitter:  @SJ_Program, @SJ_Schools  | Insta: sustainable_jersey  |  LinkedIn: sustainable-jersey

Education for Sustainability - Spotlights

Bradley Beach Elementary School

EFS Questionnaire

Franklin Township Elementary School

Lesson Plan

https://sjs-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2021/6/15/16237601834047.docx
https://sjs-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2021/1/30/16120358137874.pdf
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District Commitment to Digital Learning-
Requirements

DISTRICT ONLY

• Description: Explain how the district 
developed its digital learning vision 
statement, board support, and 
periodic review of the supports.

• For 10 pts:

• District's Digital Learning Vision 
Statement.

• District's Digital Learning Plan or 
equivalent.

• For 5 additional pts:

• Summary of district's green management 
of all digital learning technology 
resources.

Resubmission Requirements:

- Updated information for all 

requirements.

Make a systemic commitment to digital 

learning by:

•Supporting the sustainability of digital 

learning through appropriate professional 

development, infrastructure, devices, 

applications, data safety practices, 

curriculum development, and documentation

•Providing the necessary financial support to 

be successful

•Reflecting the district’s digital learning vision 

in all communication channels

•Implementing an iterative data-informed 

annual review and revision process

•Striving to manage digital resources in an 

environmentally friendly manner
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District Commitment to Digital Learning-
Spotlights

Hackensack School District

Learning vision statement

Essex County Schools of Technology

Digital learning plan

https://sjs-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2021/6/18/16240247933961.pdf
https://sjs-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2021/3/25/16166913883877.pdf
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Equitable Access to Digital Learning -

Requirements

DISTRICT ONLY

• Description: Explain how gaps in 
equitable access to learning are 
addressed, and the ongoing process 
to  ensure gaps do not persist or 
reemerge. 

• For 10 pts:

• Samples of surveys or other tools used to 
collect data about digital equity. 

• Report that quantifies identified gaps for 
all students, documents how gaps were 
addressed; and analyzes the success of 
the initiatives to address the gaps. 

• For 5 additional pts:

• Evidence of community partnerships 
formed to address digital learning gaps.

Resubmission Requirements:

- Status report on continued efforts to 

address any identified gaps in 

equitable access to learning.

Districts assess their 

effectiveness in supporting the 

digital learning needs of 

diverse student learning 

groups, identify and implement 

successful strategies that 

foster student engagement 

through technology for these 

groups, and measure 

outcomes based on their 

efforts.
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Equitable Access to Digital Learning -
Spotlights

Howell Township Public School District

Report

Mount Olive Township School District

Report

https://sjs-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2021/3/17/161600785729.pdf
https://sjs-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2021/3/25/16166806853529.pdf
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Digital Citizenship - Requirements

DISTRICT ONLY

• Description: Explain what has been 
accomplished and the impact it 
has/will have on the school 
community. 

• Plan with vision and goals showing 
commitment to digital citizenship. 

• Staff training on integration of digital 
citizenship into curricula.

• Samples of digital citizenship 
integration into curriculum.

• Digital citizenship policy document 
distributed to students and parents, 
including social media and 
cyberbullying policies.

Resubmission Requirements:

- Updated information for all 

requirements.

Digital Citizenship 

requires a positive 

school environment that 

supports students in 

using technology 

responsibly.
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Digital Citizenship - Spotlights

Essex County Schools of Technology

Staff training

Readington Township School District

Report

https://sjs-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2021/3/25/1616692621227.pdf
https://sjs-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2022/1/3/16412304162711.pdf
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Sponsor Project 

Type

Funding 

Levels

Cycle 

Announced

Application 

Deadline

Funding 

Distributed

Gardinier

Environmental 

Fund

Energy $10,000-

$50,000*

Late August End of 

October

By January

NJEA General $2,000

$10,000

Late August End of 

October

By March

PSEG 

Foundation

General $2,000

$10,000

Mid-

October

Mid-May By June

•Fund your certification efforts with a Sustainable Jersey grant!
•All cycles are contingent upon annual funding received by sponsors
•Once funding is confirmed for a cycle, it will be announced via our 
website at: bit.ly/SJSgrants

*Subject to change

Sustainable Jersey Grants

https://bit.ly/SJSgrants
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EDF Climate Corps Fellows

Fellows help school districts and municipalities 
track and analyze energy usage and apply for 
New Jersey’s Clean Energy Program and utility 
incentives!

Join us for “Drop-in” Sessions!

•March 16th @ 6PM

•March 24th @ 3PM

•March 25th @ 11:30AM

Register or apply at: 
bit.ly/SJEDFClimateCorps

Questions?

Contact Brandon Rothrock at rothrocb@tcnj.edu

mailto:rothrocb@tcnj.edu
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Sustainability Summit 2022

Save the date for the 2022 New Jersey Sustainability Summit: 
Friday, June 24, 2022 at @BellWorks in Holmdel, NJ. 
#NJSustainabilitySummit
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Sustainable Jersey for Schools 

Program Partners
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Founding Sponsor

Founding Sponsor

Founding Sponsor

BRONZE

PLATINUM

GOLD SILVER

Program Underwriters

Grants Program

Corporate Sponsors

Sustainable Jersey for Schools Supporters & Sponsors

Founding Sponsor
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BRONZESILVER

Program Underwriters

Corporate Sponsors

Sustainable Jersey Digital Schools Funders & Partners

Interested in becoming a Corporate Sponsor?

Click here or our contact Development Director, Joe Grillo at 908-406-1901 or email grillog@tcnj.edu.

GOLD

https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/fileadmin/media/Support_Us/Corporate_Sponsorships/SJDS_Sponsorship_Form.pdf
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Questions?

Questions about program, registration, or certification: 

609-771-3427 or schools@sustainablejersey.com

Questions about grants:

609-771-3189 or grants@sustainablejersey.com

Contact us to schedule a technical assistance session

The recorded webinar and slides will be posted here: 
https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/resources/presentations/webinar-
recordings/

Sustainable Jersey for Schools is here to help!

mailto:schools@sustainablejersey.com
https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/resources/presentations/webinar-recordings/

