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Holland Township Marks Earth Day 2012 with new
and continuing environmental programs
Published: Sunday, April 15, 2012, 1:52 PM

Holland Township’s municipal leaders say they will mark Earth Day, this year on Sunday, April 22,
with some new efforts to protect the environment as well as continuing programs that are already
in place.

“Holland residents have made it clear that they want us to protect our pure streams, wooded
vistas and rural surroundings,” said Mayor Daniel Bush. “For decades, prior township leaders have
pioneered programs such as the recycling center and farmland preservation. Today, we’re
continuing those efforts and building on what was done before.”

Recycling moves in new directions

On April 28, Holland’s recycling team will hold Shredding Day from 8 a.m. to noon at the Holland
Township Municipal Building, 61 Church Road. In an effort to help prevent identity theft, this event
will be open to residents of any municipality. Items such as legal documents, bank statements,
medical records, credit card and tax documents will be shredded for free as people watch. There is
no need to remove paper clips, staples, file folders or even binders.

For the second year, Holland will hold an electronics recycling day later this spring. Also open to
residents of any municipality, the motto for this event is “Anything with a cord, we’ll take it.” A
date and time will be announced soon.

Holland’s recycling center continues to operate, but residents also have the choice of recycling
through the company that picks up their trash. The recycling center on Route 614 is open only to
Holland residents and operates year-round on Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Wednesday hours
for the recycling center have just restarted on April 1 and will continue through October 31,
operating from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.

The recycling center includes the ability to bring brush that is then chipped. Holland residents can
pick up the resulting mulch at no charge. Large items can be brought to the dumpster at the rear
of the recycling center that operates during the regular Saturday hours. Residents receive a card
that allows two annual trips to the dumpster.
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Farmers Market helps “eat local"

After a successful kick-off year in 2011, Holland will again sponsor a Farmers Market this season,
featuring fresh fruit and vegetables, plants and cut flowers, honey, eggs and much more. Area
residents appreciated the ability to buy fresh local produce that had not been shipped across the
country, and they liked the idea of supporting local farmers.

The market will have an expanded season in 2012 and will be held at the Holland Fire Company
on Route 519 at the corner of Andersen Road. The market will be open on the following Saturdays
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.: May 12, June 30, July 14 and 28, August 11 and 25, September 19, and a
date to be determined in October. For more information, contact marydenvir@hotmail.com.

Rules for wind and solar systems

Holland residents thinking of moving to more environmentally friendly energy sources should know
that Holland now has ordinances governing the installation of small wind and solar systems. The
rules for set-backs from property lines, screening requirements and height limitations are available
online at hollandtownship.org.

Green Team works

In 2012 Holland decided to join the Sustainable Jersey program that provides certification for
municipalities that want to go green, save money, and sustain long-term quality of life. Under the
program, a Green Team made up of residents was appointed and started meeting in September.
They have identified actions the municipality can take to become more sustainable, and the
program provides “how to” guidance and tools for making progress. The team is moving toward
Bronze Level certification, which will give Holland priority access to many New Jersey grant
programs.

Clean Water T-shirt contest

In a new program for this year, the Holland Township Parks and Recreation Committee is
partnering with the Environmental Commission to sponsor a contest at the Holland School in which
students design the art work for T-shirts. The theme is protecting Holland’s streams that are
classified as the purest in the state, especially from the dangers of storm water run-off that can
contain fertilizer, pesticides, motor oil or animal waste. Entries are due April 25, and the three
winning designs will be printed on T-shirts that will be sold to the public.

Related topics: holland-township
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