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Sustainable Jersey for Schools Certification
Report

This is the Sustainable Jersey for Schools Certification Report of Cedar Creek High School (Atlantic), a
Sustainable Jersey for Schools bronze certified applicant.

Cedar Creek High School (Atlantic) was certified on August 06, 2020 with 190 points. Listed below is
information regarding Cedar Creek High School (Atlantic)’s Sustainable Jersey for Schools efforts and
materials associated with the applicant’s certified actions.

Contact Information

The designated Sustainable Jersey for Schools contact for Cedar Creek High School
(Atlantic) is:

Name: MICHAEL MANNING
Title/Position: SUPERVISOR / SCIENCE
1701 NEW YORK AVENUE
Address: EGG HARBOR, NJ 08215

Phone: 6095933560

Actions Implemented

Each approved action and supporting documentation for which Cedar Creek High School (Atlantic) was
approved for in 2020 appears below. Note: Standards for the actions below may have changed and the
documentation listed may no longer satisfy requirements for that action. Additionally, points
associated with actions prior to 2013 certifications may not be accurate.

Board Leadership & Planning

District Sustainability Policy

10 Points

® Bronze Priority & Silver Priority District

Program Summary: On October 21st, the Board of Ed at GEHRHSD passed a resolution in



support of Sustainable Jersey for Schools that cleary defines sustainability and it's role in our three
high schools. The Board has promised to support efforts at district and school level that will lead
to certification through changing of practice, increasing community awareness, providing
professional development to staff, and encouraging sustainable practices in all aspects of the
schools. The policy has been posted on the district and school websites below.
https://www.straussesmay.com/seportal/Public/pubELANOnNline.aspx?
id=ad5f471039f745138fa4487d3cb9487e

PDF: DISTRICT SUSTAINABILITY RESOLUTION

Diversity & Equity

Breakfast After the Bell

School District

Program Summary: The Greater Egg Harbor Regional High School District (GEHRHSD) is in the
second year of free breakfast for all during the school day. The school building opens to students
at 7:20AM with buses releasing the majority of our students before classes start until 7:45AM.
Each morning students have access to hot and cold breakfast choices that vary daily. To handle
the opportunity of each student to receive a breakfast each morning more than one location in
each building is open to serve the students needs. Cedar Creek serves approximately 32% of its
population breakfast, Oakcrest serves approximately 40% of it's student body, Absegami serves
approximately 33% of it's population.

PDF: BREAKFAST FOR ALL EMAIL
PDF: BREAKFAST AFTER THE BELL DOCUMENTATION

Food & Nutrition

Promote Locally Grown Foods

10 Points

School District

Program Summary: Greater Egg Harbor Regional out sources our cafeteria to Maschio's food
Services Inc. The food services company has worked with the board to implement local sourcing
programs that improve economics in our area. The evidence shows local sources of produce that
occurred in September, for Farm to School week and October Farm to School Month.

IMAGE: CAFE POSTER

PDF: PRINT MENUS _ CEDAR CREEK HIGH _ LUNCH SEPT
PDF: PRINT MENUS _CEDAR CREEK HIGH _ LUNCH OCT
PDF: DOD SEPTEMBER

PDF: OCT DOD RECEIPT



https://sjs-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2019/11/5/15729610820366.pdf
https://sjs-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2020/3/25/15851511525832.pdf
https://sjs-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2020/1/12/15788348971339.pdf
https://sjs-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2020/4/29/15881717481606.JPG
https://sjs-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2020/4/30/15882688029285.pdf
https://sjs-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2020/4/30/15882688391724.pdf
https://sjs-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2020/4/30/15882688661013.pdf
https://sjs-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2020/4/30/15882688828653.pdf

Healthy School Environments

Access to Healthy Water in Schools

School

Program Summary: In 2018 Cedar Creek installed its first refill station in the cafeteria. In the
summer of 2019 a second refill station was installed upstairs. Water fountains are located in close
proximity to all student bathrooms and with and just outside the doors of the school cafeteria.
Completing the Safe Drinking Water Evaluation helped the Green Team identify the need for
"Drink More Water" signs throughout the building. Students made posters to be hung around the
school highlighting the importance of drinking water sparked conversation among the staff and
students.

PDF: LEADING TESTING NOTIFICATIONS
PDF: WATER REMEDIATION NOTIFICATION CCHS.PDF

WORD: DRINKING WATER.DOCX
PDF: DRINKING WATER PICTURE EVIDENCE & POSTERS

Integrated Pest Management - Education & Organic Lawn Care

10 Points

School

Program Summary: Greater Egg Harbor Regional High School District sent 4 custodial and
building and grounds members to a four hour Schools IPM course offered by the NJDEP. The
certification presented is for Gerri Mazzeo, Supervisor of building and grounds, as she is readily
available by email to provide digital evidence. However other staff members participated
including Ralph Maruca AHS head Custodian, John Gilligan CCHS head Custodian and Jeff James
Building and Grounds Manager.

PDF: TRAINING DATES AND ATTENDANCE LIST

PDF: IPM CERTIFICATIONS

Innovation Projects

Innovative Project #1

10 Points

School District


https://sjs-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2020/4/23/15876513346734.pdf
https://sjs-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2020/4/23/15876514098455.pdf
https://sjs-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2020/4/23/158765145309.docx
https://sjs-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2020/3/25/15851570687597.pdf
https://sjs-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2020/1/16/15791364560321.pdf
https://sjs-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2020/4/21/1587493579864.pdf

Program Summary: The CCHS STEM trailer was accomplished through Sustainable Jersey
Schools grant program. The $10,000 was used to purchase materials that would make the trailer
a movable classroom.We have traveled to Atlantic County Utility Authority Earth Day, Mullica
Township School District, and Cedar Creek Varsity Day. Students of CCHS have lead students and
community members in paper planter makers, plastic cap recycling, engineering design with 3D
printers, and robotics. The trailer allows students to research in the field, and share their
knowledge of engineering and environmental science with others.

PDF: INNOVATIVE PROJECT #1 DOCUMENTATION

PDF: INNOVATIVE PROJECT #1 DOCUMENTATION

Learning Environment

All Arts Disciplines Offered

10 Points

District

Program Summary: Student participation in the arts during their High School years is extremely
valuable to their overall experience and can be a critical component of building useful, relevant
skills for them to bring with them beyond graduation as they enter the next phase of their life. At
Oakcrest HS, we are committed to offering a variety of courses in each of the four Arts areas:
Music, Dance, Drama and Visual Arts. As part of our overall philosophy, we make it a priority to
continue to build these arts programs to ensure students have the opportunity to take multiple
courses in each area during each year in HS. We, at Oakcrest, feel that offering a wide variety of
these classes helps students enjoy & stay in school. For many students, being able to take one or
more of these classes allows them to deviate from the required academic courses and to engage
in something that they feel most passionate about. Students not only become more involved in
school life, but the arts help build discipline, creativity, patience and problem-solving, all valuable
skills for students to develop in their adolescent years. The outcome that we have witnessed from
offering these arts courses is a better mental state and overall well-being of many of our students
who take pride in showcasing their talents and abilities through these classes. The arts courses
we offer have also allowed us to build many community relationships with local colleges and
professionals, further exposing our students to additional future opportunities.

PDF: ALL ARTS DISCIPLINES OFFERED DOCUMENTATION

PDF: ALL ARTS DISCIPLINES OFFERED DOCUMENTATION

School Culture and Climate

School Culture and Climate Needs Assessment

School


https://sjs-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2020/1/12/15788406243528.pdf
https://sjs-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2020/1/12/15788407372764.pdf
https://sjs-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2020/1/16/15791830026992.pdf
https://sjs-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2020/1/16/15791830160921.pdf

Program Summary: In October the district and CCHS reflected on school safety and school
climate, we were especially pleased to see that all three respondent groups told us the Greater
Egg Harbor Regional High Schools are safe, and that bullying is not tolerated. However, parent
perceptions about safety and behavior were lower than that of students and staff - the people
that are in our schools every day. We are committed to ensuring you are fully aware of how we
work to keep your children safe and productive, and pledge to improve our communication and
transparency around this issue. The survey also highlighted the importance of creating a caring
environment for students. Participants indicated that there is an adult in the school to whom
students can go to for help, and that students are treated fairly, regardless of their background or
abilities. This is an area of particular importance to us and has been the focus of both professional
development and curricular enhancement going into this school year. The district has used the
data collected to seek grants to improve areas of weakness.

PDF: CLIMATE STUDENT SURVEY

PDF: EMAIL OF SURVEY RESULTS

PDF: ACTION TAKEN DUE TO CLIMATE SURVEY
PDF: SURVEY RESULTS

PDF: PARENT AND STAFF CLIMATE SURVEY
PDF: SURVEY PARTICIPANTS

School Grounds

Green Infrastructure Installation

10 Points

School

Program Summary: The rain garden will reduce run to storm drain and beautify the front of
Cedar Creek. This project focuses on constructing a garden that will function as a rain garden,
which is intended to catch rainwater before it may cause erosion or become runoff that may
contaminate local bodies of water. Native species will be planted, with an emphasis on plants that
serve as sources of food and habitat for pollinator species. To deter the local deer population, it
will be necessary to plant deer-tolerant plants to prevent dissemination of the garden due to over
browsing. The slope and base of the garden will include plants which are beneficial to pollinators
such as butterflies and bees while also having a high water tolerance. The garden will also create
a habitat for birds and reduce pests. Furthermore, this will enhance Cedar Creek learning outside
of the classroom and provide a more aesthetically pleasing environment. It will create educational
opportunities and be used to teach students about nature and plant husbandry. In addition,
students will benefit from this garden because it will enable them to learn about plant
maintenance and plant sustainability.

PDF: RAIN GARDEN PLANS

PDF: RAIN GARDEN BUDGET

PDF: RAIN GARDEN BUILDING PLANNING AND LESSONS

Student & Community Outreach



https://sjs-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2020/1/12/15788731805154.pdf
https://sjs-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2020/1/12/15788732649243.pdf
https://sjs-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2020/4/29/15881720996355.pdf
https://sjs-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2020/1/12/15788733261128.pdf
https://sjs-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2020/4/29/15881721433663.pdf
https://sjs-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2020/1/13/15788737586486.pdf
https://sjs-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2020/3/25/15851587090767.pdf
https://sjs-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2020/3/25/1585158738409.pdf
https://sjs-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2020/3/25/15851587840286.pdf

Green Team

10 Points

® Bronze Required School District

Program Summary: Our mission is to incorporate sustainability into every level of the Greater
Egg Harbor Regional High School District, from Students, Staff, Board of Education and Residents.
We seek to preserve natural resources while balancing social, economic and environmental
issues. The school team is working to develop procedures for implementation of sustainable
practices, use sustainable practice in our units and lessons, and increase sustainable practice of
all stake holders. We have worked to build documentation of the many sustainable practices and
have now identified areas of weakness by working as a team to earn certification.

PDF: 19-20 GREEN TEAM

PDF: DISTRICT GOALS
WORD: GREEN TEAM DOCUMENTATION
PDF: GREEN TEAM ACTIVITY SUMMARY

Community Education & Outreach

10 Points

® Bronze Priority & Silver Priority School

Program Summary: Cedar Creek High School holds 3 outreach STEM outreach events a year.
The first event, in September, is CCHS Varsity Day, a day of showing of Cedar Creek sports and
Activities to the community. The second event is to take science interested students and the
STEM trailer to local elementary schools, like Mullica School 6th grade classes. Finally the STEM
trailer has gone three years, this would have been the fourth year, to the Atlantic County Utility
Authority Earth Day Celebration. At each event high school students demonstrate plastic bottle
cap up-cycling, robotics, water quality testing, macro-invertebrate identification from local pond
water, 3-D printing, and news paper seedling starters. The varied events attempt to educate the
parents of Cedar Creek, the community at large, and future Cedar Creek eligible students.

PDF: ACUA MAP SITE 9 CCHS

PDF: EDUCATIONAL OUTREACH VARSITY DAY & SCHOOL VISITS

Enrichment Programs through Partnership

10 Points

School

Program Summary: CCHS has formed alliances to help advance our students' knowledge. We
have dual credit programs, we offer individualized virtual classes, and we are a distinguished
Project Lead the Way Engineering School. The district has worked with several college
representatives, to align curriculum for the articulation agreements. These classes are offered to
students based on desire to participate in the course, and prerequisite courses, to maintain a
logical sequence. The credits are offered at a reduced rate to the student and vary based on the
who the dual credit is through. Consistently the rates are drastically less than taking the class at
the school. Students can take these courses without seeking additional credit. To meet the need
of students for classes that are not traditionally filling, or students who have unique career goals


https://sjs-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2020/1/13/15789525666629.pdf
https://sjs-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2020/1/13/15789538947129.pdf
https://sjs-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2020/1/13/15789539932658.docx
https://sjs-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2020/5/29/15907735015289.pdf
https://sjs-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2020/4/21/15875020900379.pdf
https://sjs-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2020/4/21/15875026916296.pdf

the district supports and works with guidance for virtual course options. The Project Lead the Way
(PLTW) Engineering courses are an application, free of cost, 4 year program. PLTW is a nonprofit
organization that provides a transformative learning experience for PreK-12 students and
teachers across the U.S. PLTW students are selected based on application including; middle
school grades, essay, and teacher recommendation. Finally CCHS has strong community ties that
build sustainable practices and knowledge in our students. Each year biology and environmental
science students are introduced to Mullica River Watershed Ambassador. This partnership teaches
students about macro-invertebrates and water quality. We also work with New Jersey Fish and
Wildlife to bring horseshoe crabs, Green Eggs and Sand, and Trout in the Classroom ,to teach
about ecosystems and the value our local beaches have to us. The school district supports each of
these programs by continued upkeep of materials, approval of field trips for student experiences,
and teacher professional development to learn how to implement these programs.

PDF: PARTNERSHIPS FISH AND WILDLIFE & WATERSHED AMBASSADOR

PDF: PARTNERSHIPS PLTW COLLGE AND VIRTUAL

Student Learning

Education for Sustainability Integrated Unit

School

Program Summary: The information attached is supporting 2 different courses, Honors Marine
and Wildlife Management, M&WM, a junior senior course and Environmental Sustainability Project
Lead The Way, PLTW, a junior / senior year course. The courses are taught by two science
certified teachers at Cedar Creek High School. The M&WM unit was the first time taught by this
teacher. The unit plan submitted includes information on standards, teaching styles and student
objectives, all designed to teach students about local ecosystems and how to manage them. The
PLTW engineering sustainability course has a unit focus on design solutions to environmental
problems, especially waste reduction and re-purposing.

PDF: ECOLOGY UNIT MARINE & WILDLIFE

WORD: EDUCATION FOR SUSTAINABILITY INTEGRATED UNIT DOCUMENTATION

WORD: PLW SUSTAINABLE EVERYTHING

Education for Sustainability Grades 4-12 Arts

School

Program Summary: Cedar Creek art students model the work of famous artist Chihuly, but use

collected used water bottles. The students take common trash / recycle and create master pieces
displayed on walls and in offices around the school. The teacher helps the students find beauty in
common waste and teaches about an art form, glass blowing, that can not be easily recreated in

the high school setting.

PDF: RUBRIC

IMAGE: EXAMPLE WORK


https://sjs-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2020/4/21/15875085459417.pdf
https://sjs-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2020/4/21/1587508579721.pdf
https://sjs-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2020/1/12/1578859692789.pdf
https://sjs-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2020/1/16/15791403559438.docx
https://sjs-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2020/1/16/1579145147114.docx
https://sjs-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2020/1/15/1579103104867.pdf
https://sjs-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2020/1/15/15791031187819.JPG

PDF: EXAMPLE WORK 2
IMAGE: LESSON PLAN
WORD: TEACHER SURVEY

Education for Sustainability Grades 4-12 Science

School

Program Summary: CCHS physics teachers works to implement sustainability in their course in
a design a air boat challenge. Our engineering class looks at the impact of air boats, their design
and increased usage and how it impacts the environment. Students are challenged to make better
designs, while the rubric doesn't explicitly score for impact the best design will consider impact on
the environment first.

WORD: BOAT SUSTAINABILITY QUESTIONNAIRE
PDF: AIR BOAT DESIGN LESSON AND RUBRIC

Student Safety

Safe Driving Awareness Programs for High School Students

10 Points

School

Program Summary: Cedar Creek High School approaches safe driving in three ways. First
usually in the students freshman and sophomore year they take part in a teen drivers safety
assembly, sponsored by NJM. In Junior and Senior year students and a guardian are invited to
attend an after school hours, Share the Keys driving program, a parent teen driver dialogue based
presentation. Finally during the school day before prom Juniors and Seniors are gathered for
assemblies with speakers to remind students of safe driving choices.

WORD: DETAILS ON SAFE DRIVING PROGRAMS
PDF: SAFE DRIVING 3 EVENTS EVIDENCE

WORD: ELIGIBILITY TO DRIVE LETTER



https://sjs-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2020/1/15/15791031361803.pdf
https://sjs-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2020/1/15/15791031496132.jpg
https://sjs-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2020/1/15/15791031645922.docx
https://sjs-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2020/4/22/1587513620686.docx
https://sjs-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2020/4/22/15875142644933.pdf
https://sjs-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2020/3/10/15838389077662.docx
https://sjs-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2020/4/22/15875679093941.pdf
https://sjs-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2020/3/10/15838390494894.docx

