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What is Sustainable Jersey for Schools?

Sustainable Jersey for Schools is a certification program with 3 key components,
designed specifically for schools in New Jersey

* |dentifies actions to help schools become more sustainable
* Provides tools, resources, and guidance to make progress

* Provides access to grants and funding for districts and schools
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Collaborate!

Use the Participating Communities Map to find the contact for your
town’s green team

Click “Applicant Profile” to see

Find your town on the list

the contact information
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PEOPLE

Actions: Prosperity, Planet, People

DIVERSITY & EQUITY
Accessible Communications
Breakfast After The Bell
Diversity on District Task Forces &
FOOD & NUTRITION
Healthy Food Choices
Promote Locally Grown Foods
School Gardens

HEALTHY SCHOOL
ENVIRONMENTS

Indoor Air Quality Review
Access to Healthy Water in Scl
Anti-ldling Education & Enfor
Asthma Friendly Schools

Classroom Chemical Purchase
Storage & Disposal Policy

Classroom Cleanup Policy & P

Integrated Pest Management:
Education & Organic Lawn Ca

Qutdoor Air Quality Awarene:
Radon Testing, Education and

Reporting Process for Indoor
Air Quality Concerns

SCHOOL CULTURE & CLIM
Inclusive Environment Where All
School Culture & Climate MNeeds .
Sodal Emotional Leaming Curricul

STUDENT & COMMUNIT'
OUTREACH

Green Team 4k

Community Education & Quti
Civic & Stewardship Voluntee
Enrichment Programs throug

Green Challenges

Professional Development
for Sustainability ¥
District Sustainability Policy

Green Enhancement of District
Strategic Plans

School Community Asset Mapping
School District Foundation

Strategic Plan Implementation of
Green Initiatives

Behavior-Based Energy Conservation
Programs

Energy Efficiency for School Facilities

Energy Tracking & Management

Innovative Project #1

Innovative Project #2

iSTEAM Planning & Implementation
ISTEAM Strategic Plan IndicatorsASTEAM Pol
ISTEAM Collaborative Units of Study
ISTEAM Professional Development Plai

All Arts Disciplines Offered
Curriculum Mapping

Student Participation in the Arts

Education for Sustainability Prek-3 %
Education for Sustainability

Grades 4-12 Science %

Education for Sustainability

Grades 4-12 Math %

Education for Sustainability

PLANET

School Carbon Footprint %
Buy Renewable Electricity

Collaborate with Municipality
on Government Energy
Aggregation Program

On-site Renewable Generation System-
Geothermal

On-site Renewable Generation System-
Solar

Green Cleaning Equipment
Green Cleaning Policy & Plan
Green Cleaning Supplies

Green Cleaning Training &
Education Programs

Green Building Policy %

Design/Build/Certify New Construction &
Major Renovations using Green Standard

Green Building Training
Green Purchasing Policy %

Energy Efficienct Appliances
or Equipment

Recycled Paper Purchase
Biodiversity Audit &
Management Plan
Biodiversity Project

Green Infrastructure
Assessment & Plan

Green Infrastructure Installation

Waste Audit %

Document Recycling Rates
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Districts & schools choose from
the menu of 100+ actions to
accumulate the required
points

Actions created by issue-based
Task Forces

Task Forces comprised of
relevant experts, local
leaders, state and federal
agencies, and stakeholders

Task Forces meet regularly to
add and amend actions
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Types of Actions

’ Learning Environment v ‘

* District Only oo =
> District completes these |
actions and submits them e —

fo r‘ reVI eW € Programs to Promote Physical Activity Status: Unplanned
4 School Only Unplanned ¥

Student & Community Outreach ‘

€ Staff Wellness Program Status: Unplanned

e SC h O O I O n Iy Unplanned ¥
> I n d iVi d u a | SC h OO | S € Policies to Promote Physical Activity Status: Unplanned
. 1M District On nplanned ¥
complete these actions ’
. € School Health Assessment Status: Unplanned
and submits them for Ascronony
rEVi eW € School Wellness Council Status: Unplanned

s Priority 4 School Only Unplanned v

e Either District or School

can complete the action
> Action must be claimed by
the agreed upon entity

Student Learning

Student Safety ' ‘




Certification Steps

B AR

Pass a district resolution; register district, pass
school resolution/letter, register school online

Form Green Team
Implement actions to score 150/350 points
Submit documentary evidence for each action

Certification awarded after review and
verification




Certification Requirements

150 350

e B e S

* Total of at least 150 points Total of at least 350 points

 Mandatory Green Team  Mandatory Green Team

* Implement 2 priority actions Implement 3 priority actions

* Actions completed in 6 * Actions completed in 8
categories categories




Priority Actions

v' Building Efficiency Measures

v' Community Education & Outreach

v’ Energy Audit

v Green Building Policy

v Green Purchasing Policy

v" Indoor Air Quality Review

v’ Professional Development for Sustainability
v" School Carbon Footprint

v’ Student Learning (Priority Category)

v" School Wellness Council

v' Waste Audit




2018 Certification Cycle

January 19

First Application Submission Deadline

* Schools and districts indicate the actions they have
completed/would like to complete by the end of the

cycle

Late February

Review Comments Provided

March 30 Second Application Submission Deadline
* Both January applicants and new applicants can
submit for certification
Early May Review Comments Provided
June 22 FINAL Application Submission Deadline
Early August Certification Notifications Issued
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We Offer Grants!

Nearly 300 grants awarded to districts & schools since 2015!

* No foam cafeteria zone

* Water bottle filling stations

* School food composting

* Waste disposal

* Sustainable dining

e Water conservation education
* Model green ordinances

* Municipal and community carbon footprints



School Waste Actions

Priority Action: Waste Audit (School only)

 Document Recycling Rates

* EPA Waste WiSe

* Food Waste Management

* Materials Reuse

* Recycling Non-Mandated Materials

* Waste or Source Reduction Tracking
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Waste Audit Requirements

e Performed no more than one year from the January application deadline. J

\

e Provide narrative of what was accomplished and the impact on the school community

J

\

e Provide waste audit form completed on the day of the audit.

e Provide a copy of the findings and recommendations document submitted to the
principal.

e Optional: Photos from the audit and/or promotional materials used within the school
to educate share the goals of the waste audit and source reduction/recycling program.

SUSTAINABLE
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Waste Action Success Rates

Waste Audit Approval Rate

70%

60%

50%

40%

30%

20% -

10% -

0% -

2015 2016 2017




Sustainable Jersey for Schools Supporters

Underwriters

The Geraldine R.

DODGE o ——

_________ 2oL cleanenergy I ea
FOUNDATION njc .co program™
Grants Program Underwriters '

™ PSEG niea caroiver NEHealth

We make things work for you. e VIENTAT. B New Jersey Department of Health

NJM glsurance N New Jersey
roup South I ey B 6 Natural Gas

Founding Sponsors

Bronze Sponsor




Contact Us

Sustainable Jersey Sustainable Jersey for Schools
609-771-2938 609-771-3427

info@sustainablejersey.com schools@sustainablejersey.com

Sustainablelersey.com SustainablelerseySchools.com

[i/SustainabIeJersey @SJ_Program
@SJ_Schools @Sustainable_iersey /sustainable-jersey j?.‘i‘g‘é‘i;
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FOR SCHOOLS -
WASTE AUDIT

Ewe, why me2e2e NJSBA
Gary Conover

ACUA Solid Waste Director/Atlantic
County Recycling Coordinator
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Reduction/Recyc
school.

WHY IS THIS IMPORTANT<¢ /
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Teacher or Gree
“Students” students should be o
driving force, “The Custodial Staff”
NO success without their acceptance
and partficipation, & “The County or
Municipal Recycling Coordinator”

WHO SHOULD BE INVOLVED? /
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» A frash can o
sorted materials into to be

» Parental Permission slip for each student

» Clipboards & pencils to record findings

» A camera to document the process /
WHAT WILL YOU NEED?2 /
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» Doing them outside before
hot or too cold.

» Use an area where you can place @
tarp on the ground and hose it down
afterwards

WHEN & WHERE? /
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» If you find a schools recycling effc
falling off do another waste audit.

» Frequently the loss of a champion, a
change in school leadership or custodial
staff may lead to the need to
reinvigorate your recycling program

HOW OFTEN? /
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recycles within your m

» Are there any opportunities to recycling
more and throw away lesse

» Does your school have the ability to do

food waste composting? /
WHAT TO KNOW BEFORE YOU /
BEGIN<e
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and recycling collectio
And who provides this services?

» Knowing the answers to these questions
before you begin will assist you with data
collection and recycling rate

calculations. /
WHAT TO KNOW BEFORE YOU /
BEGINe CONTINUED



DR. JOY MILLER ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL



CARTONS, RECYCLABLE PLASTIC
& ORGANICS (YUM, APPLES)



STUDENTS HARD AT WORK!



EGG HARBOR TOWNSHIP HIGH
SCHOOL



LUNCH — POLYSTYRENE TRAYS /



FERNWOOD MIDDLE SCHOOL



EAGLE ACADEMY
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ALDER AVE MIDDLE SCHOOL




MEASURE THE DUMPSTER
CAPACITY IF NEEDED



[XIT)\ school Waste Audit Workshest

Empty plastic trash bags
Bagged trash sample [not the nurse’s trash!) + Sale
Large empty trash container * Tarp

What does your trash sample represent? (Which room is your trash from and from how many class
periods or days?}

Step 1. Weigh your trash can. Be sure to subtract this weight from each waste total. Trash Can Weight

Step 3. Divide your trash into compost, recycling, trash, and polystyrene, and then weigh each pile!

-H-W

Step 4. Think about your results!
*  How many pounds of trash can actually be recycled?
*  Why is it important to recycle?
*  Where does your trash go after you throw it away?

*  Can you calculate waste generated per student?

DATA IS KING!




TONNAGE

Use what is known, size of container,
frequency of collection, if recycling
material is delivered to a MRF directly
(roll-off container) even better use
that




Walk-through of the whole school, list
each areq, point out strengths and
weaknesses




DO RANDOM INSPECTIONS OF
THE TRASH DUMPSTER
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Gary Conover

ACUA Solid Waste Director/Atlantic
County Recycling Coordinator

Phone: 609-272-6950
E-mail: gconover@acua,com



Cherry Hill
High School
East — Our

Waste Audit
EXperience AN
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Basic Statistics About the School

e Opened in 1967.

e Cherry Hill High School East (also known as Cherry Hill East
or CHE) is a four-year comprehensive public high school
serving students in grades 9-12 in Cherry Hill, in Camden
County, New Jersey, operating as part of the Cherry Hill
Public School District (19 schools total).

e As of the 2014-15 school year, the school had an enroliment
of 2,159 students and 132 classroom teachers for a student—
teacher ratio of approximately 16:1. There were 209 students
(9.7% of enrollment) eligible for free lunch and 76 (3.5% of
students) eligible for reduced-cost lunch.



Basics of our Waste Audit, 2015

e On May 6, 2015, the students from the Cherry Hill
East Environmental Club/Green Team/Environmental
Studies classes partnered with Sustainable Cherry Hill
and Cherry Hill Township to complete a waste audit of
the two cafeterias.

e The decision to focus on the eating areas was made
In consultation with Mr. Dominick ltzi,
Safety/Recycling and Solid Waste Coordinator, Cherry
Hill Township. The students met with Mr. Itzi, East
Administration and even Central Office administration
as well as the custodial staff to discuss the
waste/recycling situation at the school several times
prior to the actual audit.



Procedure of our Waste Audit

e Mr. Itzi cited recent solid waste and recycling data and
told the group that the recycling rate for the school
had historically been at approximately 60%.

e He recommended that the group focus the waste audit
on the eating areas, as his assumption was that the
bulk of the remaining 40% would be organics. The
students chose a date for the audit, organized up to
30 volunteers to monitor the waste stations (three bins
each - trash, recycling and organics) and provided
training.



Procedure of our Waste Audit

e On the day of the audit, Mr. Itzi and Ms. Lori
Braunstein (from Sustainable Cherry Hill) worked with
the students to do behavioral observations and to
educate students about waste and recycling. Mr. Itzi
then weighed each bag of the trash/recycling/organics
after the two lunch periods from the twelve stations.

e Each station was manned by a pair of trained students
who instructed their peers as to where to throw their
waste.



Dominic Itzi and
some students —
planning meeting

Students with East
Administrators,

Central
Administrators and
custodial staff —
planning meeting







Results of our Waste Audit

e Results of the audit revealed that organics was only
a small amount of waste (4%), trash (49%) and
recycling (47%). Since there was likely a significant
margin of error because many students threw their
items in the wrong bin before the “waste monitors”
could instruct them or remove the items, it was
recommended that a more detailed waste audit be
completed in the next year.



Results of our Waste Audit

e The waste bags were collected and weighed “behind
the scenes” on the loading dock at the rear of the
school (this is also where the dumpsters are
[o]or=1(:To) B

e Mr. Itzi used an informal data collection method at
the loading dock that included columns for each
category and he recorded the weight for each bag
and then transferred that information into a
spreadsheet (below) when he returned to the DPW
office.

SOLID WASTE AUDIT - CHERRY HILL EAST 5/6/15

Solid Waste (Ib) |Single Stream (Ib)| Food Waste / Organics (Ib)| Rate of Recycling

108.5 100 10.5 47.96%

(4% of S.W. Stream)




Recommendations from our Waste
dit

e Recommendations from the audit included:

o having members of the Environmental Club serve as regular
“Waste Monitors™ to help their peers/teachers/administrators
better understand recycling

o raising money for a second bottle filling station to reduce the
use of disposable bottles and

o continuing to explore elimination of styrafoam trays.

e Overall, this student-led effort was a positive and
productive learning experience that yielded important
iInformation.






