


Funding Your Sustainability Initiatives 

Donna Drewes, Co-Director, Sustainable Jersey
Lisa Gleason, Education Program Officer, PSEG 
Foundation
Cynthia Collins, Child & Adolescent Health Program 
Manager, NJ Department of Health
Sean M. Spiller , Secretary-Treasurer, NJEA



Sustainable Jersey

• Free and voluntary certification program
• Municipal launched in 2009
• K-12 public schools launched in late 2014 

• NJ based and consensus driven 



SchoolsMunicipal

Sustainable 
Jersey

Program
Participants

440: 198 Certified 215 (D)/534(S): 118 Certified 



Sustainable Jersey

Three key components:

• Identifies actions to become more sustainable 
• Provides tools, resources, and guidance to make 

progress
• Provides access to grants and funding for 

municipalities



Why Participate?

• Framework for action
• Positive impact on school community
• Move towards a sustainable future
• Recognize and reinforce progress

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Sustainable Jersey encompasses the 3 equal, interrelated components of sustainability:   Prosperity-support your local economy and use community resources   Planet-practice responsible environmental management and conservation   People-embrace social equity and fairness



Small Grant Awards
Sponsor Deadline Awards Total $

PSEG 2/23/2015 34 $100,000
DOH-Health 6/26/2015 29 $116,000
NJEA 10/4/2015 50 $180,000
Gardinier-Energy 11/1/2015 7 $90,000
PSEG 1/24/16 34 $100,000
DOH-Health 6/10/16 30 $120,000
Total Awards 184 $706,000
NJEA 10/28/16 50 $180,000
Gardinier-Energy* 10/28/16 11 $150,000
PSEG 2/03/2017 34 $100,000



Successful grant projects…
Score Points towards Sustainable Jersey for 

Schools Actions



• All proposals will be reviewed by a 
“Blue Ribbon Selection Committee” composed 
of experts from the public and private sectors.

• Sustainable Jersey staff available to provide 
feedback and technical assistance with grant 
project development.

Selection Committee



Successful grant projects are…

Impactful

Presenter
Presentation Notes
ImpactfulWhen awarding grants, Sustainable Jersey looks for projects that will have a significant impact on the sustainability of a school or district. Applications should highlight how the project will positively benefit the school community.  



Successful grant projects are…

Practical & Likely to Succeed

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Practical Projects with realistic timelines and solid budgets are the best candidates for funding. Strong applications demonstrate that you have thought through what it will take to complete the project. Make sure your budget includes funding for the project steps included in your work plan.



Successful grant projects are…
Well Written 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Well Written Be clear and concise. Applications should be   carefully edited before submission. Make sure to include all the required documents listed in the application guidelines. 



Successful grant projects are…
Effective in Leveraging Resources 

& Partnerships

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Effective in Leveraging Resources & PartnershipsBuild a good project team. Collaboration between schools and other partners and organizations is  strongly encouraged. Make sure your work plan identifies and describes the role of the project staff (committees, consultants, agencies, organizations and outside groups ) that will be supporting project implementation. Highlighting the role of project partners, shows the selection committee that the  applicant has fully developed their strategy for completion of their project. 



Successful grant projects are…

Unique or Creative

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Unique or CreativeProjects that foster innovative solutions to problems facing municipalities stand out from other applications. 



Joy Miller Green Flag /Asthma Friendly

15

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Joy Miller  Egg Harbour Township program to address asthma, indoor and outdoor air quality issues the  Green team, custodians, school nurse, IT dept and PE teachers, students initiated to very successful projects.Initially just going to focus on outdoor air quality- using USEPA Green Flag resources and educational materials, Air Now website, school engaged students.  The school website links to air quality monitoring and alerts family's and students on air quality risks.  Since the were originally going to use the grant funding to purchase flags – which they found out could be gotten for free from EPA, they decided to expand project to also include work on earing Asthma friendly certification for ALL schools in their district.  



Millbridge Elementary School Delran
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Millbridge Elementary school in Delran-- 



CJ Davenport, Breakfast After the Bell
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
CJ Davenport Elementary school in Egg Harbor Township, served 7400 grab and go breakfasts to 1st grade students.  Orginally aspired to have full school and realized needed to start smaller- strong support from principal, food service director and Rutgers SNAP educators.  This year the school will be expanding the program to the whole school and this work inspired an additional elementary school in the distruct to start the program for 900 additional students.



Reeds Road 
Goes Green



Food Waste Management







Funding Partners
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PSEG Foundation
Lisa Gleason, Education Program Officer 



New Jersey Health Grants
Cynthia Collins, Child & Adolescent Health 

Program Manager, NJ Department of 
Health

Funding Partners

Presenter
Presentation Notes
With this contribution, the PSEG Foundation has contributed over $800,000 in funding to the Small Grants Program for both schools and municipalities.



New Jersey Education Association
Sean M. Spiller , Secretary-Treasurer, NJEA

Funding Partners

Presenter
Presentation Notes
With this contribution, the PSEG Foundation has contributed over $800,000 in funding to the Small Grants Program for both schools and municipalities.



Program Partners
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Sustainable Jersey for Schools Supporters
Underwritten By: 

Sponsored By: 
Sustainable Jersey 
for Schools Small 
Grants Program 
Underwriters

Founding Sponsors

Silver Sponsor

Bronze Sponsor

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Sustainable Jersey has three funding sources: 1/3 Private Foundations; 1/3 Business Sponsors; 1/3 State FundingHere are the Sustainable Jersey sponsors.



Grant Deadlines

• February 3, 2017 
Small Grants Cycle 
funded by PSEG
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Eligible Expenses

•Staff salaries and stipends
•Consultant or contractor service fees
•Supplies, materials
•Equipment
•Programmatic or educational materials



$10,000 grants:
Funds must be used to fund all or part of a project 
that will score points for an action in the 
Sustainable Jersey for Schools program. 

$2,000 Capacity Building Grant:
Funds can be used for general operating support 
and direct expenses for Green Teams.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
• Funds for the $10,000 grants must be used to fund all or part of a project that will score points for an action in the Sustainable Jersey for Schools program. The Innovation - Other action is acceptable; in this instance, projects that could lead to new Sustainable Jersey for Schools actions will be favored.• Matching or in-kind contributions are encouraged, but not necessary.• Eligible expenses include salary, materials, contractors and services. Facilities and administrative (overhead) costs may not be charged to the grant.• $2,000 Capacity Building Grant funds can be used for general operating support and direct expenses for Green Teams. Funding does not have to be project specific activities. Grant funding may be used for a project that will score points for an action in the Sustainable Jersey program.• For $10,000 grants, all funds must be fully expended, projects completed, and final reports submitted• For $2,000 Capacity Building Grants, all funds must be fully expended, projects completed and final reports submitted



Next Steps

• Get Registered with the program by:
– Reach out to Union leadership for support
– Gain support of Principal and PTA to build 

support/interest
– Reach out to Superintendent/Board to adopt 

resolution

• Create your Green Team
• Assess and celebrate existing accomplishments
• Develop a game plan for certification
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Questions?
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Thank you!

www.sustainablejerseyschools.com
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