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Sustainable Jersey

• Free and voluntary certification program
• Municipal launched in 2009
• K-12 public schools launched in late 2014 

• NJ based and consensus driven 



SchoolsMunicipal

Sustainable 
Jersey

Program
Participants

440: 198 Certified 215 (D)/534(S): 118 Certified 



Sustainable Jersey

• Three key components:
• Identifies actions to become more sustainable 
• Provides tools, resources, and guidance to make progress
• Provides access to grants and funding for municipalities



Why Participate?

• Framework for action
• Positive impact on school community
• Move towards a sustainable future
• Recognize and reinforce progress

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Sustainable Jersey encompasses the 3 equal, interrelated components of sustainability:
   Prosperity-support your local economy and use community resources
   Planet-practice responsible environmental management and conservation
   People-embrace social equity and fairness



Sustainability Champions
• Three Bridges Elementary School, Hunterdon County

– Kristen Higgins, Principal
– Tiffany Barca, Educator

• Egg Harbor  High School
– Terry Charlton, Principal
– James House, Science Educator

• Egg Harbor Alder Avenue Middle School
– Dr. Joseph Marinelli, Principal
– John Jones, Educator

• Reeds Road Elementary, Galloway
– Dr. William Zipparo, Principal
– Donna McAvoy, Educator
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Small Grant for Schools

Sponsor Awards Total $

NJEA 100 $360,000

PSEG* 68 $200,000

DOH-Health 59 $236,000

Gardinier-Energy 14 $165,000

Total 184 $961,000

* 2017 PSEG Small Grants Program currently open
• Applications due 2/3/17
• $10,000 and $2,000 grants available



Using Sustainability to Enhance 
School Culture and 

Performance 

Three Bridges School

Readington Township
New Jersey



Enhancing School Culture and Performance:  Three Bridges Elementary in 
Readington Township School District

Raritan Valley Community College

• Sap to Syrup Tree Tapping Excursion 
• Science Training
• Habitat Studies

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Kristen



Raritan Headwaters
• Water Festival
• Lesson on Watershed
• River Clean-up

• Green Apple Day of Service students became 
Water “Rain”gers and helped clean the South 
Branch Raritan River

• Water Week
• Students conducted water survey at school 

and home
• Wrote persuasive essays, posters, videos to 

conserve water and keep it clean

Enhancing School Culture and Performance:  Three Bridges Elementary 
in Readington Township School District

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Kristen



Hunterdon Medical Center

• Health Fair

• Nutritionist

• Weight Loss/Exercise Classes

Enhancing School Culture and Performance:  Three Bridges Elementary in 
Readington Township School District

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Kristen



Student Philanthropy
• Candy Drive

• Jump Rope for Heart

• Soup-er Bowl Drive

• Adopt a Tiger 

Enhancing School Culture and Performance:  Three Bridges Elementary 
in Readington Township School District

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Kristen



Grants

• SJS NJ DOH - Soft Fitness Room - yoga, core, barre workouts

• SJS NJEA - Waterbottle Refilling Stations, Outreach, Water Testing

• SJS Gardinier - Mobile Energy Lab

• Project WET - Water Festival

• Eco Schools Wrigleys - Waste Reduction - Recycling Challenge

Enhancing School Culture and Performance:  Three Bridges Elementary in 
Readington Township School District

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Kristen



Connecting the BOE, School and Community
• Assistance with Township Initiatives

• Single Stream Recycling
• Anti-Idling

• Township Green Committee part of our district 
Green Committee
• Attended Water Festival - Ran a table

• Three Bridges School Green Magazine

Enhancing School Culture and Performance:  Three Bridges Elementary 
in Readington Township School District

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Kristen

http://www.readington.k12.nj.us/domain/358


District Policies
• Indoor Air Quality Standards 7421
• School Integrated Pest Management Plan 7422
• Green and Healthy Schools Cleaning Policy 7423
• Energy Conservation 7460
• Idle-Free School Zone 7471
• Wellness Policy/Nutrient 8505

Enhancing School Culture and Performance:  Three Bridges Elementary in 
Readington Township School District

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Kristen

http://www.readington.k12.nj.us/cms/lib011/NJ01000244/Centricity/Domain/41/PolicyPDF/7421.pdf
http://www.readington.k12.nj.us/cms/lib011/NJ01000244/Centricity/Domain/41/PolicyPDF/7422.pdf
http://www.readington.k12.nj.us/cms/lib011/NJ01000244/Centricity/Domain/41/P7460.pdf
http://www.readington.k12.nj.us/cms/lib011/NJ01000244/Centricity/Domain/41/P7471.pdf
http://www.readington.k12.nj.us/cms/lib011/NJ01000244/Centricity/Domain/41/P8505.pdf


Egg Harbor Township High School



Support

 BOE 

 Central Office 

 Building Level 
Administration

 Custodial, 
Grounds, and 
Maintenance 

 Teacher

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Top Down and Bottom up are important 
Minimal effort from each but has a synergistic effect



Sustainable Jersey for EHTHS

 Recycling and Composting Programs 

 Safe Driving Programs

 Staff and Student Wellness Programs

 Comprehensive Fine and Performing Arts 
Department

 Dedicated Maintenance Department

 Solar Rooftop Electrical Generation

 Sustainable Based Curriculum

 Sustainability Course

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Recycling- Understanding the impacts recycling has on our overall waste stream. Our school went from recycling 3.5 tons/year to 148 tons/year last year
Implemented safe driving programs to reduce distracted driving, increase awareness among both students and their parents
Staff and Student Wellness programs including breakfast after the bell, becoming an asthma friendly school, 
We are a model school of the arts, integrating fine and performing arts into the students course load
Our grounds, maintenance and custodial staff have seen the benefits by streamlining different processes. Creating preventative maintenance schedules, addressing issues before they become costly. 
We have a 454kW solar system installed on the roof of our school
Going to Google Classroom and online forms to reduce the amount of paper generated, which saves the school and district money. We incorporate sustainable practices and concepts across subject areas. Foods Classes learn about sourcing locally grown foods, current issues class looks at sustainable actions, 



Sustainability Course

Creating Stewards of the Environment

Presenter
Presentation Notes
First of it’s kind in the area
A hands on approach 
Students are solving real world problems in the classroom preparing them for the future
STEM driven




Grant Opportunities

 $2,000 Atlantic Care Health and Wellness 
Grant

 $2,000 NJEA School Garden Grant 

 $10,000 NJEA Schools Grant No Foam 
Cafeteria Zone (District-wide Grant)

 $4,000 Atlantic Care Health and Wellness 
Grant Hydrating Responsibly 

 $1,000 Coastal Resiliency Grant 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Allows us to provide various opportunities and innovative approaches for student learning
Many initiatives are highly visible to the public 



Reeds Road 
Goes Green



Reeds Road Staff “Goes Green” and 
pledges to be a sustainable school



Goal-
Teach the students what it means 

to be sustainable and how they can 
lead more sustainable lives. 



Sustainability
Implemented 

Actions



25 Staff Members 
attended a two 
hour Professional 
Development on 
recycling and 
composting at 
home and at 
school.

Professional
Development for 
Sustainability



Family School 
Association 

parents helping 
with our 

sustainability 
efforts. They are 
cutting out hand 

prints so each 
family can take a 

pledge to REDUCE, 
REUSE, AND 

RECYCLE. 

Green Challenge





Flowers are made from 
handprints  signed by 
Reeds Road Families 
who took our “Green 
Challenge.”





Students recycling markers
Non-mandated recycling  





Green Fair- Trash to Treasure









Projects







6th grade teacher Susan Simmons 
Repurposed kitchen ware. Mrs. McAvoy made vases out or 

rocks and shells

EI Teachers 
made a nautical 
display out of 
seashells. 



Making
crafts at 

our 
Fair



Family Projects



Voted “Best In Show!”



Education for 
Sustainability Lessons



Chloe wearing her 
water conservation 
necklace.

1ST GRADE LESSON ON WATER CONSERVATION



2nd Grade Lesson
Be an Environmental Hero



3rd Grade Lesson-Solar Cookers



5th Grade Lesson on the Water Cycle

4th Grade Lesson on the Water Bottles



5th & 6th Grade Art Lesson



ART PROJECTS



MORE ART PROJECTS



Lesson on reusing
recycled 

pencil holders



More lessons



Invitations that our Student 
Council made inviting 

dignitaries to our Green Fair 
using all recycled materials.

3rd grade lesson on 
reducing our 

Carbon Footprint. 



Recycling Lesson



Mrs. Fiedler, Galloway’s Chief Sustainability Officer, teaching 
the 2nd grade students about sustainability. 



Another lesson on recycling and reusing
1st graders making bird houses out of milk 

cartons



Material Reuse
One Man’s Trash is Another Man’s Treasure-

$$$ used to buy flowers



Innovation Project



School Gardens



Food Waste Management









Waste Audit





One day of recyclables after
our audit





Each day the students fill up two large 
bins of recycling in the cafeteria. 



Reeds Road donates unopened food 
items to the local Food Bank daily.



School Beautification

Bulletin board in our school cafeteria





Awesome 
mural painted 

by Mrs. Angelo. 



Bulletin Boards in Cafeteria







1st grade hallway display



Using all recycled materials



Hallway display 
designed by our 
Intervention 
Teachers Mrs. 
Sweiderk and 
Mrs. Dougherty. 



Whole 
School 

Participated

Doors made 
out of 

recycled 
materials



3rd graders decorate their door by using pinecones and grass. 



Beautifully decorated doors 













Winning t-shirt logo designed by three 6th grade students. 
T-shirts were bought by our FSA for all staff members and 

students for our Go Green Assembly



OUR GO GREEN
ASSEMBLY

Thank you FSA for purchasing our shirts!



Our 
Superintendent, 

Dr. Giaquinto, 

with “Supercan”









5th Grader Jason 
drumming to a rap. 







Program Partners

96



Sustainable Jersey for Schools Supporters
Underwritten By: 

Sponsored By: 
Sustainable Jersey 
for Schools Small 
Grants Program 
Underwriters

Founding Sponsors

Silver Sponsors

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Sustainable Jersey has three funding sources: 1/3 Private Foundations; 1/3 Business Sponsors; 1/3 State Funding

Here are the Sustainable Jersey sponsors.




For More Information

98

• Visit website at www.sustainablejerseyschools.com

• Email schools@sustainablejersey.com

• Call Sustainable Jersey Staff
 Heather McCall 609-771-2469
 Veronique Lambert 609-771-3427

http://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/
mailto:Schools@sustainablejersey.com
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