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The following description of implementation was included on the submission page for the Action. It provided a short narrative of how the unit impacted the school community.
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School Name: Mount Arlington Elementary School (Mount Arlington, NJ)  Description of Implementation: As part of their health class students in Grade 6 & 7 work with their technology and health teachers to create personal digital posters on longevity goals. Students address strategies to promote positive mental and physical health and wellness. Wellness is addressed through many lenses: social, emotional, occupational, multicultural, environmental, spiritual, intellectual, and physical. Students view wellness as a way of life - a lifestyle you design to achieve your highest potential and well-being. They examine both uncontrollable risk factors (age, gender, and heredity) and controllable risk factors (nutrition, weight management, exercise routine, stress management, medical check-ups, smoking, and alcohol and drug abuse). 



Unit: Wellness      Lesson Title: Introduction to Wellness & Longevity 
Essential Question: 

• Can you explain the difference between the terms “health” and
“wellness”?

• Can you list several risk factors that negatively affect your health?
• Can you list several behaviors that contribute to good health? Can

you list controllable and uncontrollable risk factors that may
contribute to disease?

Technology Integration 

Prezi, PowerPoint, Internet Research, Use of Microsoft Products to Create 
Poster 

Standards: 

Standards 
HE.7-8., HE.7-8., HE.7-8., HE.7-8.2.2.8.B.3, HE.7-8., HE.7-8., HE.7-8., HE.7-8.2.1.8.A.1, HE.7-
8.2.1.8.A.2, HE.7-8.2.1.8.A.3 

Daily Teaching / Learning Strategies 
Brainstorming 
Cooperative Learning 
Drawing/Artwork 

Differentiation of Instruction 
Personal agendas 
Project-based learning 

Evaluations 
Group Work 
Individual Practice 
One Minute Essay 
Oral Questioning 
Oral responses 
Performance Assessments 
Projects 
Quiz 
Quiz / test 
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The following lesson plan provides a detailed outline for instruction. Assessment of student learning is addressed. 



Self-Assessment 
Think-Pair-Share 
 
Resources & Technology 
Internet Resources 
Printed Media 
Television 
 

 

Goals/Objectives: 

• Students will recognize how controllable and uncontrollable risk 
factors risk factors affect their health. Students will be able to 
define “health and “wellness” and identify examples of behaviors 
that promote good health. 

• Students will be able to define “health and “wellness” and identify 
examples of behaviors that promote good health. 

 

Lesson Sequence: 

Definitions: 

• Health- a state of well-being 

• Wellness- Health that is multidimensional (having many components) that 
encompasses many different aspects of one’s life. (to have total health in all 
dimensions- social, cultural, physical, spiritual, emotional, intellectual, life 
planning, environmental). 

• What are risk factors and how might they contribute to poor health? 

• Prezi Presentation- “Wellness and Risk Factors”  (see separate clips as 
an Attachment) 

(Students will be presented a Prezi presentation and take notes on how risk 
factors play a role in one’s personal wellness and recognize how choices 
may affect health both in positive and negative ways). 

https://prezi.com/your/


(Optional) : Healthedco- Lifestyle Diseases Suitcase  (Students will 
become aware of various lifestyle diseases: cancer, heart disease, stroke, 
etc. through controllable and uncontrollable riskfactors in a 3-D model). 

• Intelliboard- Powerpoint Presentation- “What is Wellness?” (review the 
various aspects of wellness) 

• Wellness Profile (survey)-“Assessing Your Wellness” 

All of us want optimal health. But many of us do not know how to achieve it. 
Taking this quiz, adapted from one created by the U.S. Public Health 
Service, is a good place to start. The behaviors covered in the test are 
recommended for most Americans. After you take the quiz, add up your 
score for each section. 

Students will be given a health and wellness survey in which they must 
complete to determine their current level of wellness. Students will rate 
their wellness and discover target areas in which improvement may be 
needed. 

Assessment Project: “Wellness Goals” 
Students will design a poster or collage that includes and describes one or 
more areas of wellness that they would personally like to improve in their 
own life. Students can use magazine clippings, drawings or google images, 
and words or phrases to describe which area of their own health needs 
improvement and the ways in which they would go about improving it. 

  

Unit:Health Risk Factors/ Longevity       

 Lesson Title:  Health Risk Factors/ Leading Cause of Death in U.S
 

Essential Question: 

• What is the leading cause of death in the U.S? 
• What can we do to slow the process of aging and add years to our 

lives? 



 

Technology Integration (linked): 

NJCCCS (linked): 

 

Goals/Objectives: 

• By examining the data sheet, students will be able to identify the 
leading cause of death in the United States and name some 
preventative measures. 

• Students will be able to determine the 10 key factors to living a long 
life and delaying the onset of degenerative disease by processing 
data on longevity and death. 

• Students will examine the fountain of youth assessment and discuss 
with the class how these habits help longevity and how not doing 
these things can hurt.Students will determine the 10 key factors and 
the number of deaths that they cause yearly . Then examine the data 
sheet answers and come up with some conclusions. 

• Using what students have learned identify the 10 key factors to health 
and well being and list them on the fountain of youth sheet. Students 
can draw their own fountain of youth and white paper and list their 
own personal health goals to make it more specific to their age. 

  

Lesson Sequence: 
 

Longevity and Death 

• Handout- “Leading Causes of Death Statistics 
Worksheet”/Question Worksheet 

Distribute the handout to students and have them review the worksheet. It 
shows the average life expectancy for males and females, as well as the 
statistics regarding the various leading causes of death of Americans each 
year. 



Students will use the Statistics worksheet as a guide to answer the 
questions in the “Leading Causes of Death” handout. 

Students will be able to determine the 10 key factors to living a long life and 
delaying the onset of degenerative disease by processing data on longevity 
and death. 

• You Tube videoclip- Dr. Oz on Living Longer 

• Introduction to the fountain of youth: 

People have talked for a long time about the fountain of youth that Ponce 
De Leon search for in America. He was looking for the water that would 
keep people young for a very long time. This was known as the fountain of 
youth. He never found the well, but you can find a fountain of youth by 
observing a particular lifestyle. We are going to study the key factors that 
determine health and longevity. Then to find the fountain of youth, you will 
pick out the 10 factors that are more important than others. Students will 
watch a short videoclip of Ponce De Leon’s life. 
 

• Handout- “Fountain of Youth-Life Past 100” 
Students will answer questions about life expectancy and longevity. 
 

• “Fountain of Youth-Total Assessment” 

 Students will examine the fountain of youth assessment and discuss with 
the class how these habits help longevity and how avoiding these things 
can hurt it. 
 

• Fountain of Youth Poster Project: 

Using what students have learned, they will create a poster using a photo 
of themselves and designing a poster which illustrates the 10 key factors in 
finding the fountain of youth. Students can use these factors but 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LUxyt4ahCRM
http://europeanexplorers.weebly.com/juan-ponce-de-leon.html


personalize it to meet their own needs. These factors can help you look 
and feel great even into your older years. Is it worth the time and effort to 
develop habits conducive to living longer? That is a question you will have 
to ponder. Remember that having good habits will also improve your quality 
of life. You make the choice! 

RUBRIC 

 

 

 

 



MOUNT ARLINGTON SCHOOL SUSTAINABLE JERSEY ACTION PLAN 

ACTION CATEGORY:  Sustainable  Health and Wellness Education 

DESCRIPTION OF ACTION/PROJECT: 

Students in 6th grade, at the beginning of the year, are introduced with a comprehensive lesson on the 
topics of “longevity” and “leading causes of death” in the United States. Students begin by determining 
the difference between “Health” and “Wellness” in the essential questions, followed by identifying what 
a risk factor is and how positive and negative risk factors can impact their lives. Students will gain 
awareness that “wellness” is health that is multidimensional and balanced in many areas of a person’s 
life (mental, emotional, physical, cultural, environmental, life planning, etc.). Students will recognize 
how choices may affect their lives in positive and negative ways. 

Once the essential questions are addressed, students will work cooperatively through a series of  pre-
assessments in which they test their knowledge of the topic. Through these assessments, students are 
introduced to the following: the average age of life expectancy for both males and females and how 
that’s changed through the years; the leading causes of death in middle aged men and women in the U.S 
(including, teens and children) and how they differ; as well as what are risk factors, and how negative 
risk factors affect one’s health over the years. Students will make the connection and recognize the 
importance of how poor choices regarding their health now will impact their health in the future, and 
decrease their chance for longevity. 

Students will be guided through a Prezi Presentation, as well as Powerpoint presentation on “Wellness 
and Risk Factors”. They will also have the opportunity to observe various videos on the topic. 

Students will then discuss a little history (in drawing an analogy) and be introduced to an explorer 
named Ponce de Leon. People have talked for a long time about the fountain of youth that Ponce De 
Leon searched for in America. He was looking for the water that would keep people young and free of 
disease for a very long time. This was known as the fountain of youth. He never found the well, 
however, people can find a “fountain of youth” by observing a particular lifestyle.  

Students will study the key factors that determine health and longevity and will pick out the several 
factors that will help improve their quality of life and increase their chances for longevity. 

• Fountain of Youth Poster Project:

Using what students have learned, through the use of technology, will create a poster using a photo of 
themselves and design a collage which illustrates the several key factors in finding the fountain of youth. 
Students should personalize the factors they choose to meet their own needs. These factors in general 
can be applied to their daily lives and help them look and feel great even into their older years. Having 
good habits will improve an individual’s quality of life 
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The following presentation was relevant and helped to enhance the submission.  





































STUDENT WORK EXAMPLES:  

LONGEVITY & LEATH WELLNESS GOALS 
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Samples of students' work that demonstrate the students' learning of the enduring understanding(s) of sustainability are included below. 











Sustainable Jersey for Schools 
Education for Sustainability Questionnaire 

Answer these questions about thesignificant lesson or set of lessons that you are 
submitting for points under the Education for Sustainbility (EfS) action. 

1.Thelesson(s)must have addressed at least one of the sustainability topics listed
below.  Examples provided under the sustainability topics are meant to be illustrive 
and not a comprehensive list of subtopics.Check off the sustainability 
topic(s)addressed bythelessons, and for which there are documented results: 

____ Ecological Systems
Investigating natural environmental processes and systems – Learning about the physical and living 
systems of our planet brings understanding about the interconnectedness and natural limits of these 
systems and informs solutions to environmental problems.  Students can investigate ecological 
systems at a local level – e.g. biodiversity in the school grounds – or link to studies occuring further 
away. 

____ Climate Change 
Acquiring climate literacy –Learning climate science to understand the causes and consequences of 
global climate change;studying the impact of human activity on the climate and adaptations of man-
made and natural systems in the face of climate change. Students cantake action to address climate 
change by reducing their "carbon footprints." 

 Waste 
Reducing, reusing, recycling.and cradle-to-cradle design–Re-thinking consumption and product 
design and use to eliminate the very idea of “waste.”  Any school or community can reduce its 
environmental impact by analyzing the full life cycle of the products it uses, and acting to reduce 
packaging and transport distance, and to recycle or re-purpose as many items as possible. 

____ Energy 
Addressing sustainable energy supply and use – Learning about the multiple factors that play a role 
in energy demand, supply and use and the impacts on ecosystems and socio-economic systems.   In 
some municipalities, schools are the largest energy consumers, but up to 30 percent of that energy 
may be used inefficiently.  

 Health and Wellness 
Addressing issues that impact human health – Eliminating toxic and hazardous materials, while 
maximizing elements that promote health (e.g. providing clean air and good ventilation, providing 
clean water, promoting outdoor time and physical activity) will improve the home, work and school 
environment for everyone. 
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Text Box
The following EfS Questionnaire was completed thoroughly. The topics and understandings were marked off clearly. The objectives and assessments were evident and descriptive within the unit plan. Please be advised that we would prefer for you to list them in the fourth section of the questionnaire. 



 Food Systems 
Improving nutrition and food sustainability –Many of the systems for producing, processing, and 
delivering the food we eat rely on practices that have deleterious effects on the environment, on 
livestock, on farm workers and on consumers. Choosing local and whole foods impact both human 
health and the environment. 

 The Built Environment 
Addressing transportation, housing, and other infrastucture development – Raise awareness of 
sustainable solutions such as transportation and development plans that reduce fuel consumption, 
pollution and car use.  

 Water 
Addressing water quality, availability, anduse– Learning about the water cycle and how use of water 
and land development in one place impacts water quality and availability in other places.  

Economic Systems 
Investigating how economic systems play a role in sustainability – History has seen the collapse of 
many civilizations whose economic activity degraded the natural and/or social environments.  
Sustainable economies support a good quality of life for alland maintain healthy ecosystems. 

Social and Cultural Systems 
Investigating the impact of social and cultural systems on sustainability – Social and cultural norms 
influence how different groups interact with each other and with the environment; and these practices 
are themselves influenced by changes in natural environments .    

2.The lesson(s)must havetaught about and assessed for at least oneof the
enduring understandings ofeducation for sustainabilitylisted below.  Check off the
enduring understanding(s) that thelesson(s) addressed, and for which there are
documented results:

A Healthy and Sustainable Future Is Possible 
We can learn how to live well within the means of nature. This viewpoint inspires and motivates 
people to act. 

http://cloudinstitute.org/storage/downloads/Cloud%20Institute%20EfS%20Standards%20%20Performance%20Indicators%202012%20CE.pdf


We Are All In This Together 
We are interdependent on each other and on the natural systems. 

 Healthy Systems Have Limits 
Rather than exceeding or ignoring the limits, tap the power of limits. Constraints drive creativity. 

Reconcile Individual Rights with Collective Responsibilities 
Responsible and ethical participation and leadership are required in order to make the changes we 
need to make.  We must reconcile the conflicts that exist between our individual rights and our 
responsibilities as citizens. 

 Diversity Makes Our Lives Possible 
Diversity is required to support rich complex systems (like us), to build strength and to develop 
resilience in living systems. Biological diversity, cultural, gender, political and intergenerational 
diversity all serve this purpose. 

 Create Change at The Source Not the Symptom 
Distinguish problems from symptoms. Identify the most upstream problem you can address within 
your sphere of influence. 

____ Think Far into the Future (1,000 Years) 
Envision the kind of future we want and start working towards it. We should not sacrifice our 
children’s future 
to meet our needs. 

 Read the Feedback 
We need to pay attention to the results of our behavior on the systems upon which we depend. If we 
keep our eyes on the feedback, we can adjust our thinking and behavior before we crossdetrimental 
thresholds. 

 It All Begins With a Change In Thinking 
Thinking drives behavior and behavior causes results. As Einstein had observed, the significant 
problems we face cannot be solved with thesame level of thinking we used to create them. Think 
systems, cycles and out of the box. 



 Live By The Natural Laws 
We must operate within the natural laws and principles rather than attempt to overcome them. It is 
nonnegotiable. 
 
v We Are All Responsible 
Everything we do and everything we don’t do make a difference. 
 
3. Teachers must have used at least one of the 
followinginstructionalapproachesin conducting the EfS lesson(s).  Check off those 
that apply. 

 

 Inquiry based 
Students ask questions, plan and carry out investigations, analyze and interpret data, construct 
explanations and engage in argument based on evidence. 
 

Experiential 
Students learn through doing –  participating in projects, events, challenges, experiments and other 
learning activities. 
 
____Place-based student learning 
Students participate in investigations and learning activities in school grounds, neighborhoods or 
natural areas that engage them with real-life scenarios that are tangible, observable and meaningful 
to them. 
 
____Interdisciplinary 
2 or more teachers covering different academic disciplines design and/or present related lessonsthat 
integrate subject matter from 2 or more academic disciplines (e.g. social studies and science).  
Indicate New Jerseyeducational standards met for each discipline in the response to Question 4. 
 
4.  Describethe learning objectives of the sustainabilitylessons.  Also describe how 
student learning was assessed.  These descriptions should  indicate the enduring 
understanding(s)of sustainability that were imparted by the lessons, as well as the 
instructionalapproachesthat were used (as checked off above).  If the approach was 
Interdisciplinary, please indicate the New Jersey curriculum standards for each 
discipline that were covered by the lessons:  
 

 

Learning objectives, standards, and grading rubrics presented in Unit Lesson Plan. 
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