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Sustainable Jersey for Schools

• Launched in 2014

• Modeled after successful municipal 
program

• Free and voluntary

• NJ-based and consensus driven 

• Awards certification to individual 
schools, requires School Board and 
district level support

4

Not-for-profit program providing tools, training, and grants to help 
implement sustainability initiatives and achieve certification.
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Sustainable Jersey Participants
School Program

374 Districts Registered
● 64% of NJ Districts

1025 Schools Registered
● 40% of NJ Schools

335 Schools Certified
● 292 Bronze, 

● 43 Silver

37 Digital Schools Stars

Municipal Program

460 Registered
● 81% of NJ municipalities

219 Certified
● 155 Bronze
● 64 Silver
● 1 Gold Star

School Program ParticipantsMunicipal Program Participants 
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What is a Digital School?
A Digital School 

embraces the mindful 
implementation of effective 

digital learning
and communication tools,
resources, and practices,

which is evident in its
mission, culture,
classrooms, and 

interactions with its 
stakeholders
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• Continuing work of Future Ready Schools - NJ

• Integrating and expanding SJ Schools actions

• Officially launched December 15, 2021

• Partnership with key stakeholders 

• Supported by the New Jersey LEE Group 

https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/fileadmin/media/Digital_Schools/LEE_Group_SJS_letter.pdf
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Sustainable Jersey Digital Schools

Future Ready Schools – New Jersey 
• Was a powerful force for equity and progress in New Jersey

• Designed based on the Sustainable Jersey model

• Certified 259 schools from 76 districts as Future Ready

• Ceased operations in 2019

Transition to Sustainable Jersey Digital Schools
• 48 FRS-NJ Indicators integrated into

o 12 new SJS Actions
o 17 Existing SJS Actions

• FRS-NJ certification counts towards Sustainable Jersey for Schools 
certification
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BronzeSilver

                   Program Partners                                                                              Underwriter

Corporate Sponsors

Partners & Funders

Interested in becoming a Corporate Sponsor?
 

Click here or our contact Development Director, Joe Grillo at 908-406-1901 or email grillog@tcnj.edu.

Gold

https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/fileadmin/media/Support_Us/Corporate_Sponsorships/SJDS_Sponsorship_Form.pdf
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Program Goals
● Provide guidance and resources to improve 

learning
● Help prepare students for college and 

careers in an evolving digital world 
● Advocate for mindful and sustainable 

implementation of digital tools, resources, 
and practices 

● Foster a culture in which authentic and 
personalized digital learning thrive



Facebook: SustainableJersey  |  Twitter:  @SJ_Program, @SJ_Schools  | Insta: sustainable_jersey  |  LinkedIn: sustainable-jersey

Why Participate?

● Assess and validate existing practices 
● Clarify vision and develop common language 
● Join community of learners
● Be recognized for accomplishments
● Access research, exemplars, and grants
● Self pace and choose what works best for you
● Improve sustainable practices during the 

pandemic and beyond
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Recognition Requirements

● Register district and school(s)

● Form a Green Team

● Complete minimum 7 of 12 digital schools actions

● Complete 3 student learning actions that use 
digital learning strategies

● Complete 1 school culture and climate action that 
includes digital learning strategies

● Complete SJS certification (includes SJDS points)

      FRS-NJ certified schools eligible for additional points
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2021 Digital Schools Stars
★ 37 schools in 9 Districts earned DS Star (95% success rate)

★ 14 schools in 4 Districts also certified for the first time  

Districts with DS Star Schools County
Essex County Schools of Technology Essex

Florence Township School District (All Star Schools!) Burlington

Franklin Township Public Schools Somerset

Franklin Township District Hunterdon

Hackensack School District Bergen

Howell Township District (All Star schools and all Silver Certified!) Monmouth

Long Branch Public School District Monmouth

Mount Olive Township School District (All Star Schools!) Morris

Spring Lake Heights School District Monmouth

District with first-time certified schools
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     2022 Certification Cycle

•January 13 – Initial Application Deadline
•Late February – Reviewer Comments
•March 29 – Second Submission
•Early May – Reviewer Comments
•June 15 – Final Application Submission
•Early August – Certified Schools Notified
•October – Certified Schools Celebration
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Want More Information?

● Individual Digital Schools Technical 
Assistance sessions available by request 
(schools@sustainablejersey.com)

mailto:schools@sustainablejersey.com
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The SJS Platform
www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/actions 

https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/actions
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LEADERSHIP
★Commitment to Digital  
   Learning
★Community Engagement
★Professional Development 
★Equitable Access

TECHNOLOGY
★Data Safety and Security
★Device Management
★Infrastructure
★Support for Teaching & 
Learning

LEARNING 
★Authentic Applications
★Digital Citizenship
★Personalized Learning
★Professional Growth

Student Learning 
Actions

School Culture & 
Climate

Digital Learning Domains
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Digital Technology Access

★ Data Safety & Security Policy 

★ Digital Device Life Cycle

★ Infrastructure 

★ Support for Digital Teaching & Learning



Facebook: SustainableJersey  |  Twitter:  @SJ_Program, @SJ_Schools  | Insta: sustainable_jersey  |  LinkedIn: sustainable-jersey

Digital Technology Access

Data Safety & Security Policy

https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/actions/#open/action/112
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Digital Technology Access

Data Safety & Security: Spotlight 

Franklin Township Public Schools
“The process used to develop and periodically update 
Franklin Township Public Schools Data Safety and Security 
Policy, involves multiple stakeholders. The IT department, 
the instructional technology department as well as 
representatives from the Cabinet (Superintendent, 
Assistant Superintendent) collectively arrive at decisions to 
ensure digital safety for students and staff.”

https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/certification/search-participating-districts-schools-approved-actions/certification-report/?tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcertification%5D%5B__identity%5D=677&tx_sjcert_certification%5Baction%5D=show&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcontroller%5D=Certification&cHash=eea1c1b9830ced07c9c642879aaf0ea8
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Digital Technology Access
Data Safety & Security Policy

https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/actions/#open/action/112
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1S3bJbPxw2DQp9xszGAFnXq8mzYv92zU_/view


Facebook: SustainableJersey  |  Twitter:  @SJ_Program, @SJ_Schools  | Insta: sustainable_jersey  |  LinkedIn: sustainable-jersey

Digital Technology Access
Data Safety & Security Policy

https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/actions/#open/action/112
https://njdigitallearning.org/njtrax/
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Digital Technology Access
Data Safety & Security Policy

https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/actions/#open/action/112
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Digital Technology Access
Data Safety & Security Policy

https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/actions/#open/action/112
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Digital Technology Access
Data Safety & Security Policy

https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/actions/#open/action/112
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Digital Technology Access
Data Safety & Security Policy

https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/actions/#open/action/112
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Digital Technology Access

Digital Device Life Cycle Management

https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/actions/#open/action/113
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Digital Technology Access

Digital Device Life Cycle: Spotlight 

Hackensack School District  
“Our 2019-2022 Future Ready Plan includes an 
obsolescence plan that outlines the expected 
lifespan of most district technology items and a 
timeline for replacing devices. Our Standard 
Operating Procedures Manual provides detailed 
procedures for decommissioning equipment as 
needed or when scheduled for replacement.” 

https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/certification/search-participating-districts-schools-approved-actions/certification-report/?tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcertification%5D%5B__identity%5D=679&tx_sjcert_certification%5Baction%5D=show&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcontroller%5D=Certification&cHash=69f8a1e57a1c6e6ba5e0de2b2a65978e
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Digital Device Life Cycle Management

Digital Technology Access

● Established Guidelines for Obsolescence with Projected Life 
Expectancy (PLE) by Type of Technology

● Developed SOPs for purchasing, inventorying and 
decommissioning technology

● Implemented Inventory Management Solution

● Formalized decommissioning/e-recycling process

Our Approach:

https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/actions/#open/action/113
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Digital Technology Access

Defining Obsolescence
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Digital Technology Access
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Digital Technology Access
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Digital Technology Access

Standard Operating Procedures
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Digital Technology Access
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Digital Technology Access
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Digital Technology Access
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Digital Technology Access

Inventory Management
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Digital Technology Access
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Digital Technology Access
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Digital Technology Access
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Digital Technology Access
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Digital Technology Access
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Digital Technology Access
Mapping Support Requests and Assets
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Digital Technology Access
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Digital Technology Access
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Digital Technology Access

Decommissioning
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Digital Technology Access
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Digital Technology Access
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Digital Technology Access

Additional Recommendations:

● Transition bulk purchases of technology to multi-year lease 
purchases to align with life expectancies 

● Review/revise procedures regularly 

● Train all staff on SOPs, not just Tech Department

● Conduct inventory audit periodically
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Digital Technology Access

Infrastructure

https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/actions/#open/action/115
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Digital Technology Access
Infrastructure: Spotlight 

Essex County Schools of Technology
“The District has migrated many of its microcomputer 
applications to the Internet platform instead of 
running on the local machine. This new cloud-based 
environment makes it easier to maintain the most 
recent product versions provided by the vendor. We 
conduct regular stakeholder, staff, students, and 
parents surveys to assess our technology, internet 
access, and access to digital applications.”

https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/certification/search-participating-districts-schools-approved-actions/certification-report/?tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcertification%5D%5B__identity%5D=673&tx_sjcert_certification%5Baction%5D=show&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcontroller%5D=Certification&cHash=1ff9058f89a7bfc2f5589cc959e869dd
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Digital Technology Access

Infrastructure
1. Description of Action Implementation including in the 

description the district’s process for evaluating 
network hardware and services with a recent example 
of the process.

2. Upload a Description of the District Disaster Recovery 
Plan/Business Continuity Plan

3. Upload Copies of the School Level Internet Access 
Satisfaction Surveys from all Stakeholders and a 
Summary of the Survey Results

4. Upload a summary of the Areas in Need of 
Improvement

https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/actions/#open/action/115
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Digital Technology Access

Infrastructure

Network Audit
The following prioritized list summarizes NRESC’s recommended areas 
that need attention.
1. Backup methodology and procedures / Disaster Recovery 
policies
2. Proper tracking of all Information Technology related calls and 
issues. 
3. Job Descriptions and escalation procedures for Tier 2 / Tier 3 
Information Technology related Projects and issues. 
4. Tracking of individuals on the Internet. 
5. Proper Universal Power Supply sizing for all locations for longer 
runtimes. 
6. Professional Development for current Information Technology 
specialists.

https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/actions/#open/action/115


Facebook: SustainableJersey  |  Twitter:  @SJ_Program, @SJ_Schools  | Insta: sustainable_jersey  |  LinkedIn: sustainable-jersey

Digital Technology Access
Infrastructure

1. Upload a Description of the District Disaster Recovery Plan/Business 
Continuity Plan
Our mission is to ensure information system uptime, data integrity, data 
availability, and business continuity. 

• The District shall develop a comprehensive Technology Disaster Recovery 
Plan (TDRP).

 • A risk assessment shall be undertaken to determine the requirements for the 
TDRP.

 • The TDRP should cover all essential and critical infrastructures elements, 
systems and networks, in accordance with key business activities.

• The TDRP should be tested annually to ensure that it can be implemented in 
emergency situations and that the management and staff understand how it is to be 
executed. 

• All staff must be made aware of the TDRP and their own respective roles. 
• The TDRP is to be kept up to date to take into account changing 

circumstances.

https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/actions/#open/action/115
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Digital Technology Access
Infrastructure

2. Upload a Description of the District Disaster Recovery Plan/Business 
Continuity Plan

Objectives The principal objective of the TDRP is to develop, test and 
document a well-structured and easily understood plan which will help the 
District recover as quickly and effectively as possible from an unforeseen 
disaster or emergency which interrupts information systems and/or business 
operations. Additional objectives include the following: 

• The need to ensure that all employees fully understand their duties in 
implementing such a plan

 • The need to ensure that operational policies are adhered to within all 
planned activities 

• The need to ensure that proposed contingency arrangements are 
cost-effective

https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/actions/#open/action/115
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Digital Technology Access
Infrastructure

https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/actions/#open/action/115
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Digital Technology Access
Infrastructure

Digital Access/Learning Survey netted 347 Parent responses, 324 Student 
responses, and 115 Faculty/Staff responses. 

https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/actions/#open/action/115
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Digital Technology Access
Infrastructure

https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/actions/#open/action/115
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Digital Technology Access

Support For Digital Teaching & Learning

https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/actions/#open/action/117
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Digital Technology Access
Support For Digital Teaching & Learning: 

Spotlight
Howell Township Public Schools

“Rapid changes in the way technology is utilized 
in an educational setting required the district to 
develop a comprehensive process for supporting 
technology and creating a reliable end-user 
experience. Surveys results and a Technology 
Task Force, comprised of district citizens, 
identified the support structure needed to 
maintain a 21st Century learning environment.”

https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/certification/search-participating-districts-schools-approved-actions/certification-report/?tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcertification%5D%5B__identity%5D=685&tx_sjcert_certification%5Baction%5D=show&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcontroller%5D=Certification&cHash=1f4bfa1c9a4aeaff46185842d147b84c
https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/certification/search-participating-districts-schools-approved-actions/certification-report/?tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcertification%5D%5B__identity%5D=685&tx_sjcert_certification%5Baction%5D=show&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcontroller%5D=Certification&cHash=1f4bfa1c9a4aeaff46185842d147b84c
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Support for Digital Teaching 
& Learning
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Support for Digital Teaching 
& Learning
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Support for Digital Teaching 
& Learning
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Support for Digital Teaching 
& Learning
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Support for Digital Teaching 
& Learning
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Support for Digital Teaching 
& Learning
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Daily Learning Plan
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2021-2022
Remote Learning Program

1) students learn remotely from caring, well-trained teachers

2) students connect, interact, and collaborate with peers 

3) remote learning teacher facilitators maintain the instructional pace 
set by classroom teachers 
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Support Structures & Resources 
for Our Students
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Support Structures & Resources 
for Our Students
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Support Structures & Resources 
for Our Staff
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Support Structures & Resources 
for Our Staff
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Gamifying Continuing Education Classes
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Support Structures & 
Resources for Our Staff
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Support Structures for BOE
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Support Structures for 
Parents/Guardians
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Support Structures for 
Parents/Guardians



Facebook: SustainableJersey  |  Twitter:  @SJ_Program, @SJ_Schools  | Insta: sustainable_jersey  |  LinkedIn: sustainable-jersey

Student Climate Challenge

● All NJ Students Grades 6 - 12 eligible
● Teachers register and integrate the 

Climate Challenge into their educational 
activities

● Student teams complete a school or 
community-based climate action 
project and create a short digital story 
video.

● Deadline April 1, 2022
● Virtual Educational Sessions Dec - Feb
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Student Climate Challenge
● Schools with winning submissions receive 

a grant to support their climate education 
initiatives: first place $2,500, second place 
$1,000 and third place $500.

● Student team winners and their teachers 
are recognized at an June 2022 awards 
ceremony hosted by the Drumthwacket 
Foundation with the New Jersey Governor 
and First Lady.

● More information at: 
http://bit.ly/NJStudentClimateChallenge

http://bit.ly/NJStudentClimateChallenge
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Student Climate Challenge

● Drumthwacket Foundation

● Atlantic City Electric

● Exelon

● Sustainable Jersey for Schools

Partners
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Sustainable Jersey for Schools 
Grant Opportunity

• PSEG Grant Cycle

• Deadline 3/11/22

• $10,000 and $2,000 grants

• $100,000 total 
• Join Our Mailing List for more 
grant opportunities (see “Join” at 
bottom of all webpages)

https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/grants/pseg-cycle/
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Digital Schools 
Informational Webinars

• Action - Specific Webinars

• Dec 16 (Leadership)

• See Events Page for more 
information and 
registration

• Individual Digital Schools 
Technical Assistance sessions 
available - 
(schools@sustainablejersey.com)

https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/nc/events/
mailto:schools@sustainablejersey.com
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Digital Schools Website Tour

• Home Page – www.sustainablejerseyschools.com

• Digital Schools Landing Page

• Fact Sheet

• Actions

• Star Recognition Page

• Webinar Recordings

• Digital Schools History
o Transition Committee

o SJDS – FRS-NJ Crosswalk

• Remote Digital Learning Roadmap

• Sign Up Page

http://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/
https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/actions/digital-schools-program/
https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/fileadmin/media/Digital_Schools/SJDS_Info_Sheet_2021.pdf
https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/actions/
https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/actions/digital-schools-program/digital-schools-star-recognition/
https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/resources/presentations/webinar-recordings/
https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/actions/digital-schools-program/digital-schools-history/
https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/fileadmin/media/Digital_Schools/Transition_Committee_final.pdf
https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/fileadmin/media/Digital_Schools/FRSNJ_-_SJDS_crosswalk_Final_12.14.20.pdf
https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/actions/digital-schools-program/remote-digital-learning-roadmap/
https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/nc/certification/register-a-district-or-school/sign-in/?logintype=logout
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Sustainable Jersey Digital Schools

Q & A
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Webinar Recording

The recorded webinar and slides 
will be available at 

https://www.sustainablejerseyschools
.com/resources/presentations/webina

r-recordings/ 
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Contact Information
Edward Ward - eward@franklinboe.org

Adrian Cepero - acepero@hackensackschools.org

Emily Bonilla - ebonilla@essextech.org

Mr. Daniel Delcher - ddelcher@essextech.org

Claire Engle - cengle@howell.k12.nj.us

Stephen Rao - srao@howell.k12.nj.us
Contact for Digital Schools Information

Laurence Cocco - schools@sustainablejersey.com
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Sustainable Jersey for Schools 
Program Partners
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Founding Sponsor

Founding Sponsor

Founding Sponsor

BRONZE

PLATINUM

GOLD SILVER

Program Underwriters

Grants Program

Corporate Sponsors

Supporters & Sponsors

Founding Sponsor


