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Thank You
• All attendees are muted.

• Questions? Enter them into the 
Questions box or “raise your hand” and 
we will answer them at the end of the 
presentation.

• The recording and slides will be posted 
on the Webinar Recordings page within 
a few days.

Webinar Housekeeping

https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/resources/presentations/webinar-recordings/

https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/resources/presentations/webinar-recordings/#c3064
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• EfS Action Overview 
• Walkthrough of Examples 
• Reasons for Revision
• Questions 

Agenda 



Sustainable Jersey for Schools

• Identifies actions to become more sustainable 
• Provides tools, resources, and guidance to 

make progress
• Provides access to grants for schools and 

school districts
• Recognizes accomplishments
• Awards certification to individual schools but 

requires School Board and district level support

A free, voluntary program that provides tools, training, and grants to New 
Jersey public schools to help them implement sustainability initiatives and 

achieve certification.



2014 
Program 
Started

64% 
Districts 

Participating

1,083 
Schools 

Registered

306 
Bronze 

Certified

48   
Silver 

Certified

43    
Digital 

Schools 
Stars

Statistics current as of 10/5/22

7,861
Actions 

Implemented

Statistics



2023 Certification Cycle

• January 20 – Initial Application Deadline

• Late February – Reviewer Comments

• March 31 – Second Submission 

• Early May – Reviewer Comments 

• June 15 – Final Application Submission

• Early August – Certified Schools Notified

• October – Certified Schools Celebration

Penns Grove High School
Bronze Certified

Long Branch School District
All schools Silver Certified, 

Elementary & Middle School Sustainability Champions

2022 Awards

https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/certification/2023-certification-cycle/



Certification: 150 points in 6 Categories

https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/certification/certification-overview/



Education for Sustainability Action Overview 

EfS Lessons:

Pre-K, K, 1st, 2nd & 3rd Grade

Then 8 content areas for grades 4-12 

https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/actions/

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
To locate the EFS actions, you want to go to the student learning section. It is important to take note that Student learning is priority action This particular action was developed to help teachers introduce sustainability into the classroom. Education is so important for building a culture on any topic and therefore sustainable jersey thought it would an important action to have within the program to show how teachers are incorporating the teaching of sustainability in the classroom.  



1. Description of Implementation 
• Short narrative describing the lesson, delivery and impact. The 

instruction must have taken place within the current school year 
(September - June) of the application.

2. A copy of the lesson plan
• Aligned with the New Jersey Student Learning Standards
• Documents the planning and delivery of a significant lesson or set of 

lessons
• Assessment of student learning of the sustainability enduring 

understanding
3. Sample Student work and graded rubrics 

• show assessment of Sustainability Enduring Understandings 
4.Completed EfS Questionnaire
5. Optional: Relevant photographs, videos, and news articles may also be 
submitted.

What to submit for your EfS actions: 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Let’s now discuss what is required in your submission for the education for sustainability actions. First you need to provide a description of implementation which should be about 1-2 paragraphs. Here you can provide the description of lesson, provide context to how the lesson fits in the unit, an understanding of your student population or plans for ending assessments.  Next we will need a copy of the formal lesson plan. You can submit the lesson plan that you provide your school administrators, if you like. We just ask that the lesson plan provides the NJSLS standards, step by step of implementation of the lesson planning and delivery. You will also need to provide us with a rubric and graded student work. It is important to note that we want the rubric to demonstrate that you are assessing the Sustainability Enduring Understand. You rubric should be able to assess that students have learned this lesson. Remember to open the questionnaire - Mention the topics – Focus of the lessonEnduring Understandings is what you hope for students to walk away understanding from the unit or lesson(s) which is why it is extremely important for you to show an how you are assessing that students are walking away with that knowledge. A good way of seeing that also is through the submitted work of your students from that lesson. It says to check off at least one, but remember if you are checking off more than one, we are going to be looking for where you are assessing for those enduring understandings. Part 4 is very important because it allows for us to see where your thought process is with planning this lesson and making the connections to the sustainability enduring understandings. Lastly on the questionnaire, it asks about the digital component to this lesson. This allows for your lesson to be count toward your digital school star award. There is some wording here that talks about digital and hybrid learning. We are aware that we are no longer teaching hybrid lessons, so what we are looking for is any examples of using digital tools for the enhancement of this lesson. What that would look like is using plateforms like nearpod, peardeck, jamboard, etc. 

https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/
https://sustainablejerseyschools.com/fileadmin/media/Actions_and_Certification/Actions/EFS/SJS_EfS_Questionnaire.docx
https://sustainablejerseyschools.com/fileadmin/media/Actions_and_Certification/Actions/EFS/SJS_EfS_Questionnaire.docx


Examples of EfS Action Submissions 
• Education for Sustainability Lesson plan English 4-12

• Rubric

• Student work 

• EfS Questionnaire 

• Education for Sustainability Lesson plan 1st grade 

• EfS Questionnaire 

• Rubric

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
To help provide a better understanding of what we require for submissions, we are going to walkthrough two examples. The first submission is a EfS lesson plan for English grades 4-12 and the second example is from an EfS submission for 1st grade. The basis of the lesson plan is focused on student’s composing an op-ed piece. That is what students need to produce for this particular lesson plan. To connect with sustainability, the teacher has students focus  on articles that discuss how to promote sustainability. We see in teaching activities how the teacher is presenting the lesson, I am then able to see the development of lesson and what students are tasked to do as well. Throughout this entire lesson, I am able to see how the instruction is presented, what students will be learning and also producing. I also see that the assessment will be their own Op-ed Article. Moving on to the rubric, this teacher did a great job at providing categories not only assess that students have all the elements for constructing an op ed, but also that they are “demonstrating a clear understanding of sustainability. It is being assessed in the first three categories of the rubric. Now, sometimes we receive rubrics that are great at assessing the skills, whether that is presentation, writing, or a project, but there is a section missing about whether or not students were able to come away with the lesson on sustainability and sustainable actions. The only suggestion I would provide for this would be to pair the student work with the graded rubric. When looking at section four of the EfS questionnaire they list the enduring understandings, the approach they are taking with teaching the sustainability topics and enduring understanding. They also list their objectives, which is great, but we would like to see more of an explanation on how they all connect in your lesson and how you are making sure students are walking away with that information. 

https://sjs-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2020/4/2/15858667468206.pdf
https://sjs-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2020/4/3/15858865329098.pdf


Common Reasons for Revision 
1. Incomplete lesson plan 

• NJSLS

• Objectives

• Activity and procedures 

• Assessment 

2. Rubric assesses skills for NJSLS, not Sustainable Enduring 
Understandings

3. Incomplete documentation

• Missing the Questionnaire 

• Missing Graded student work 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Read and review slide 



The New Jersey Climate 
Change Education Hub

njclimateeducation.org

Photos from Dale Rosselet, 
Allison Mulch, Dalton 
Farms, and NJ Audubon

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
If you are having trouble thinking about how to incorporate sustainability into your classroom, we wanted to let you know that there is a wonderful databased available for teachers in all content areas and grade levels that have great resources and exemplar lesson plans available. The New Jersey Climate Education Hub was established by of through the New Jersey Climate initiative . 



Resource Database

• The resource selection rubric criteria include pedagogic effectiveness, ease of use, accessibility, reflection of historically 
marginalized communities, etc.

• Each resource has a synopsis, teaching tips, and scientist notes.

• Educators can search for resources through keywords, subjects, grade levels, regions, resource language, types, and NJ 
Student Learning Standards.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Speaker Notes:Note: These slides give extra information on the resource criteria. Feel free to use this if it is relevant to your presentation.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1EuwHpKIUrkxpxr4MCdB0hLUdh_hcnlKFFMqSLE23gXQ/edit


Exemplar Lesson Plans
● Created by NJ Teaching 

Fellows
● Rigorous development 

and review process
● All materials 

downloadable and able to 
be modified

● Ability to provide a review 
and comments

● More Teaching Fellows 
are being recruited to 
produce additional 
exemplar lesson plans

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Speaker Notes:Note: These slides give extra information on the lesson plan criteria. Feel free to use this if it is relevant to your presentation.



News Articles for Students

● Through a partnership from The Juice, 
educators can share student-friendly news 
articles that can be adjusted to specific grade 
levels so that students can stay up-to-date 
with the latest climate news. 

● Users can…
• Adjust the news article to different grade levels.
• Click into specific vocabulary words for the 

definition and pronunciation.
• Test for understanding through a simple 

reading comprehension quiz.
• Subscribe to receive the most recent news 

articles in their inbox everyday

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Speaker Notes:Note: These slides give extra information on the news articles. Feel free to use this if it is relevant to your presentation.

https://thejuicelearning.com/


For more info & to register: https://bit.ly/SustainabilitySummit-23
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Questions?
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Thank you! 
Rosalie Morillo 
Program Manager
crespo5@tcnj.edu

Véronique Lambert 
Program Manager
lambertv@tcnj.edu 

For general queries & certification help, contact
JoAnna Contarino, Program Assistant
schools@sustainablejersey.com
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Sustainable Jersey for Schools Underwriters and Sponsors
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