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• Identifies actions to become more 
sustainable 

• Provides tools, resources, and 
guidance to make progress

• Provides access to grants for 
schools and school districts

• Recognizes accomplishments
• Awards certification to individual 

schools but requires School Board 
and district level support

Sustainable Jersey for Schools
A free, voluntary program that provides tools, training, and grants to New Jersey 

public schools to help them implement sustainability initiatives and achieve 
certification.



Digital Schools Program 
• Launched in December 2020

• NJSBA / NJDOE / Sustainable Jersey
partnership 

• 48 Future Ready Indicators integrated into 
new Sustainable Jersey for Schools actions

• New Digital School Star Recognition as an 
element of the Sustainable Jersey for 
Schools certification program.

• Completion of Digital Schools action counts 
towards Sustainable Jersey for Schools 
certification and Digital Schools Star 
Recognition



• Planning
• Decision making
• Curriculum Development
• Pedagogy
• Budgeting
• Technology resources to help 

students become better 
prepared for the future

Digital School Star Recognition
Pursuing Digital Schools Star recognition encourages school personnel at all levels and 
in all departments to work together to improve:



Digital Schools Star Requirements

● Must qualify for certification at 
Bronze of Silver level

● 8 of the 13 Digital Schools action 
categories. 

● Complete one action from each 
category

● 4 of the actions need to be 
Foundational Actions.

● At least one of the actions must be 
the Digital Innovative Classroom at 
the 15-point level.



Digital Schools Actions Categories

• 13 Digital School Actions
• Completing Digital School actions count toward certification and Digital Schools Star Recognition 



Digital Schools Action Symbols 

This action is a district action and can only be 
completed through the district application. 

Schools complete this action 

This action must be completed in order to receive 
certification 



Digital Schools Star Actions

Digital Learning Leadership
● District Commitment to Digital 

Learning
● Equitable Access to Digital 

Learning
● Community Engagement



District Commitment to Digital Learning

Focus: District identifies a vision/ plan for 
Digital learning.

Requirements: 

1. Description of Implementation 
2. Upload a copy of your districts Digital 

Learning Vision statement 
3. Copy of your Digital Learning Strategic 

Plan and upload the commitment to 
Digital learning form  



Equitable Access to Digital Learning

Focus: Districts to show how they provide Wifi
and Digital Learning access to all students 

Requirements: 

1. Description of Implementation 
2. Upload samples of student, parent and 

community surveys 
3. Upload a report that quantifies identified 

digital device and connectivity gaps. Show 
the solutions that were made and provide a 
comparison of before and after to 
demonstrate of the gaps were addressed



Community Engagement

Focus: Districts encouraging community 
involvement and community stakeholders in the 
district Digital Learning vision

Requirements: 

1. Description of Implementation 
2. Upload communication plan to show the 

district’s Digital Learning vision, practices 
procedures

3. Upload 10 samples of district/school 
communications that show the implementation 
of the communications using 3 different media 
channels and targeting 3 different stakeholder 
groups (staff, parents, community)



Digital Schools Star Actions

Digital Learning Practices
● Authentic Application of Digital Learning 

Tools and Content

● Digital Citizenship

● Digital Innovative Classroom #1 & #2 (new)

● Personalized Learning and Growing 
Independent Learners

● Professional Growth and Collaboration



Authentic Application of Digital Learning 
Tools and Content

Focus: Demonstrate how digital tools are being 
used in the classroom and curriculum to 
enhance authentic learning 

Requirements: 

1. Descriptions of Implementation: Define 
authentic learning, summarize school actions 
to develop lessons/activities. 

2. Upload Authentic Application of Digital 
Learning Submission forms

3. Upload 5 lesson plan samples which student 
work from 3 different content areas



Digital Citizenship

Focus: Teaching students about internet safety, privacy, 
digital footprint, cyberbullying and digital communication

Requirements: 

1. Description of Implementation- Digital Citizenship plan 
and goals 

2. A copy of Digital Citizenship Plan that includes vision 
3. Evidence of Staff training on the integration of Digital 

Citizenship into curricula 
4. Samples of Digital Citizenship integrated into curriculum 
5. Copy of acceptable use policy, students handbook or 

other digital citizenship policy given to students and 
parents



Digital Innovative Classroom 
Focus: Teachers to showcase their Digital Innovative 
Classroom and ways in which technology and digital 
learning is integrated into everyday planning, procedures 
and instruction. 

Requirements: 

1. Description of Implementation 
2. Upload Digital Innovation Form 
3. Upload documentation through video, photograph or 

questionnaire with elaboration on how each 
document satisfies the category requirement 

4. Submissions must satisfy two out of the three rubric 
categories 



Level of Technology Integration





Digital Innovative Classroom Example
Planning, Instruction and Assessment 

• Booklet
• Magic School AI
• Ed Puzzle
• Quizlet 
• GimKit
• Deck. Toys  
• FlipGrid



Digital Innovative Classroom Example
Classroom Environment and Procedures 

How is technology used to enhance 
student autonomy and leadership and 
manage student behavior within the 
classroom?



Digital Innovative Classroom Example
Communication and Support 

How is technology used to enhance student 
support and maintain communication: parents 
to teachers, teacher to student and student to 
student?

Go Guardian

Equity Maps



Personalized Learning and 
Growing Independent Learners

Focus: Personalize instruction through the use of 
digital tools 

Requirements: 

1. Description of Implementation – Definition of 
personalized learning and summary of how school 
staff plans to use digital tools and resources 

2. Complete personalized learning student growth 
submission form 

3. A document providing 5 lessons and 5 samples of 
student work demonstrating personalized learning



Professional Growth and Collaboration

Focus: providing personalized learning opportunities to 
staff, virtual communities, reflection on growth in digital 
tools and learning

Requirements: 

1. Description of Implementation – Definition of 
personalized learning and summary of how school 
staff plans to use digital tools and resources 

2. Upload 5 samples of teacher goals from PDP across 
grade bands and content areas 

3. 5 samples of attendance documentation or certificated 
of competition from digital PD 

4. Evidence of virtual collaboration 



Digital Technology Access

● Digital Safety and Security Policy

● Digital Device Life Cycle Management 

● Infrastructure 

● Support for Digital Teaching and 
Learning



Data Safety and Security Policy

Focus: Data protection and privacy 

Requirements: 

1. Description of Implementation
2. Upload copy of public facing BOE 

approved Data Safety policy
3. Upload 5 samples or links to internal 

and external communications about 
Data Safety and Security Policy



Digital Life Cycle Management
Focus: Maintaining records and infusing 
sustainable practices into technology device 
management 

Requirements: 

1. Description of Implementation
2. Upload specification sheet for the inventory 

management solutions including functionality 
and reporting (include reports)

3. Upload Standard Operating Procedures 
Manual or Digital Learning Plan or equivalent 
(digital recycling plan)



Infrastructure

Focus: Broadband, Wifi and assessment process, shows that school 
does evaluations of performance and network infrastructure

Requirements: 

1. Description of implementation a summary on how the district 
evaluates network hardware and services

2. Upload description of district disaster recovery plan minimizes 
the lost instructional and business operational time. 

3. Upload copies of school level internet access satisfaction survey 
for teachers, admin, students and parents

4. Summary of areas in need of improved based on survey results



Support for Digital Teaching and Learning

Focus: Having an effective IT support for staff and 
school and support for digital devices for the people in 
the district. 

Requirements: 

1. Description of implementation-Summary of process 
used to evaluate and implement digital learning 
devices, tools, software etc. 

2. Upload examples of internal district service level 
agreements showing district digital learning support 
commitments. 

3. Upload copies of technology satisfaction surveys 
for teachers and administrators, students, and 
parents.



What is your school/district already doing?



Need more examples? 







IG: Sustainable_Jersey | Twitter: @SJ_Program and @SJ_Schools | FB: @SustainableJersey | LinkedIn: sustainable-jersey

Sustainable Jersey for Schools Underwriters and Sponsors
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