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Digital Schools Star Recognition

Pursuing Digital Schools Star Recognition encourages school personnel at 
all levels to collaborate in improving the integration of technology across:



Digital Schools Star Recognition Categories



Community Engagement Engaging Families and Communities in 
Digital Learning

Professional Growth and 
Collaboration

Professional Growth and Collaboration in 
Digital Learning  



Focus: Districts encouraging community involvement and 
community stakeholders in the district Digital Learning 
vision

Requirements: 

1. Description of Implementation 

2. Upload communication plan to show the district’s 
Digital Learning vision, practices procedures

3. Upload 10 samples of district/school communications 
that show the implementation of the communications 
using 3 different media channels and targeting 3 
different stakeholder groups (staff, parents, 
community)

Community Engagement 



Focus: School collaborate with parents and 
community organizations to support Digital 
Learning Goal.

Requirements:

● Implementation Description
● Documentation of parents' involvement in 

planning and executing two digital learning 
events or workshops.

Extra points:

● Documentation of two community-hosted events 
partnered with schools to support digital 
learning goals.

Engaging Families & Communities in 
Digital Learning 











http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DvQH8bDGXKQ


What is the difference? 

● Schools are a main source of 
determining the goals and planning 
events for the district 

● 10 examples of events shared with 
parents and community

● No submission form 
● Not a variable point action 
● District and School action 

● Parents are actively involved in events 
that help to achieve the digital learning 
goals

● Community organizations are able to 
support the digital learning goals

● Submission form
● Variable point action
● Only school action

Engaging Families and Communities 
in Digital LearningCommunity Engagement 



Focus: Support educators in professional digital learning 
growth 

Requirements:

● Implementation Description: Short summary of 
submitted documentation and its link to annual 
district/school goals.

● 5 samples of teacher digital learning goals from 
Individual Professional Development Plans (across 
grades/content areas).

● 5 samples of attendance/completion certificates 
from digital technology professional learning 
(in-district, off-site, or virtual).

● Evidence of educators' virtual collaborations in 
personal learning communities.

● At least three examples of how teachers applied 
their learning.

Professional Growth and Collaboration



Focus: Creating and Sustaining a culture of self-directed 
learning and collaboration among education and staff in 
digital learning  

Requirements:
● Describe how Professional Learning Communities 

(PLCs) are structured in your school
● Evidence of Staff Input in Professional Learning in 

Professional Growth and Collaboration Submission 
Form.

● Evidence of Educator-Led Professional Learning or 
Collaboration

● 3 Educator reflections (written, audio or format)

Professional Growth and Collaboration in Digital 
Learning









What is the difference? 

● Provide teacher PDP to show digital learning 
goals

● Evidence of Professional Learning connected 
to PDP learning goals (5) 

● Virtual collaborations 
● Samples applied to learning 
● No submission form 

● Narrative on PLCs are structured in schools 
● Evidence of educator input and contribution 

to professional learning 
● Examples of educators leading professional 

learning and collaborative sessions 
● Reflections for educators on their professional 

learning 
● Submission form 



Digital Schools Star Requirements

● Must qualify for certification at Bronze 
of Silver level

● 8 of the 13 Digital Schools action 
categories. 

● Complete one action from each 
category

● 4 of the actions need to be 
Foundational Actions.

● At least one of the actions must be the 
Digital Innovative Classroom at the 
15-point level.



What’s next?



Sustainable Jersey for Schools 
Program Refresh





http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PpCal3YjC2w






Thank you! 

Rosalie Morillo
Program Manager 
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