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Education Resources

and we will answer them at the end | - (zeseniation:

Webinar Recordings

Of the prese ntation. NJSBA Conference

Other Presentations

Sustainability Summit

e The recording and slides will be -
posted on the Webinar Recordings Purchasing Cener
page within a few days. ’ Rosowoor”

Data Resources

Grants &
Technical

Certification Actions Assistance Events Get Involved

Resources

Sustainable Jersey for Schools strives to aid schools in developing comprehensive
sustainability programs with resources that can help them identify strategies,
implement inifiatives, and share their successes with others.

Climate Change Presentations
Education Resources

Sustainable Jersey for Schools

Instructional materials for offers a wide variety of training
climate change education in K- and educational opporiunities
12 classrooms each year. View Sustainable

Jersey webinars and
presentations at conferences
and pariner events.

https://lwww.sustainablejerseyschools.com/resources/presentations/webinar-recordings/
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* |dentifies actions to become
more sustainable

 Provides tools, resources,
and guidance to make
progress

* Provides access to grants for
schools and school districts

* Recognizes
accomplishments

« Awards certification to
Individual schools but requires
School Board and district level
support
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Agenda

 Why Get Certified?
e Certification Overview

* Organizing your Green Team &
Getting Started

« Parts of an Action

« Common pitfalls

* Resources & Tips for Completing
Actions and Applications

» Technical Assistance/Questions



Why Get Certified?

« SJS program provides roadmap to sustainability
in your district and schools
« Tap into extensive support and training
» Sustainable Jersey training and events
» Connections to partner organizations
willing to help

» Priority access and notification on incentives &
grants (Sustainable Jersey Grants Program)

« (Gain recognition

 Fuel the statewide movement — 375 schools
certified




Five Steps to Certification

» School district adopts resolution of participation and registers. |
Superintendent invites district’'s school principals to participate |

» School principals register their school with letter of
participation signed by principal and superintendent

* Green Team created at district or school level

* District/School completes certification actions totaling at least |
150 points.

J

» Green Team uploads documentation and submits application. J




Certification Overview

* There is one certification application cycle per year
 Certification lasts 3 years

« The online application is a guided process with 3 rounds of
submissions and feedback

 Districts and schools submit applications, but only schools are
certified

« Points earned in the district application flow to each school in the
district.

DISTRICT POINTS
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2026 Certification Cycle

January 12 — Initial Application Deadline

Late February — Reviewer Comments

March 23 — Second Submission

Early May — Reviewer Comments

June 15 — Final Application Submission
Late August — Certified Schools Notified
October — Certified Schools Celebration

https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/certification/2026-certification-cycle/

2024 Awards

Jackson Township School District
All schools Certified, 1 Silver, 9 Bronze,
Sustainability Makes $ense Award

New Brunswick School District
All schools Silver Certified, 3 Digital Schools Star, 2
Champion awards


https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/certification/2026-certification-cycle/

Levels of Certification

At Least 150 points
Green team

2 out of 14 priority actions

Actions completed in 6 of 22
categories

At least 350 points
Green team

3 out of 14 priority actions

Actions completed in 8 of
22 categories



Going for a Digital Schools Star?

Be sure to complete the following requirements as part of
your certification application:

« Complete at least 8 Digital Schools actions in the 3
Digital Learning categories. Of the 8, 4 must be
Foundational actions.

 The 8 actions must include at least one from each
category.

- At least one action must be the Digital Innovative
Classroom at the 15-point level.

Wait until the final round to submit your digital schools star application.
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What is a Green Team?

 First step in establishing a school sustainability
program

« Such entities can go by any name, but the role is the
same: lead and coordinate the sustainability activities
of the school

* Hold at least four meetings annually

 Letter signed by the principal or superintendent
that formally establishes the green team

» Green team annual report that highlights the
accomplishments for the school year

 Invite union leadership to appoint two members

*Green Team action requirements



Organize Your Green Team for Success

Recruit members from diverse sectors of the district — administration, educators, facilities, food services,
school nurse, parents, students, community partners

Use existing committees (e.g. wellness council) to also serve as green team

Make sustainability part of district goals

Include sustainability-related professional learning in staff goals

Provide stipends to staff to coordinate green team initiatives and the application process

Release staff from hall/lunch/recess duty for green team meetings and to work on application

Use a shared drive (e.g. Google) to compile documents for application

Publicly recognize green team efforts and the contributions of volunteers




Food Waste Recycling or Recycling Non-Mandated Onsite Renewable
Composting Materials Generation System - Solar

https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/actions/



https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/actions
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Materials Reuse Civic & Stewardship Programs to Promote
Volunteer Initiatives Physical Activity

https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/actions/



https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/actions

¢ Getting Started

QJERSEY))

Take inventory of what you're already doing that could earn points.

One Fish :

Waste Audit

Breakfast After the Bell Community Education &
Outreach

https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/actions/



https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/actions
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Anatomy of an Action

Even if you don'’t read the entire action, read the summary at the top for an overview

and be sure to read carefully, the “What the submit....” section.

@ Priority & School

4

Why is it important?

Timeframe

Project costs and resource
heeds

What to do, and how to do it
("How to")

What to submit to edrn points
for this action

Spotlight: What New Jersey
schools are doing

Community Education & Outreach

&, Print D Get PDF

Updated January 2020
PRIORITY ACTION

This action awards points to schools that take action to educate the community
about sustainability issues and about specific programs that encourage
sustainable practices. Educational programs and activities may be hosted at the
school or held at another location, so long as the events are open to the public.
This action presents the opportunity for schools to collaborate with

municipalities, and both may earn points towards their respective certification -
Sustainable Jersey for Schools or Sustainable Jersey (for municipalities). To get
10 points for community education and outreach, schools will need to present at
least two sustainability-focused education activities to the public in the current
school year, and students must have been an integral part of at least one of the
activities.

Why is it important?

- )




d SUSTAINABLE ¥

Community Education and Outreach

Understanding Action Requirements

What to submit to earn points for this action

In order to earn points for this action, the following documentation must be submitted to verify that the action
requirements have been met. Activities must have taken place during the current school year.

1. Description of Implementation. In the text box provided on the submission page for this action provide
a short narrative (about 300 words) describing the two activities presented by the school to educate the
community about sustainability topics and the impact of the outreach on the school community. Include a
description of student involvement in presenting at least one of the topics to the community,

2. Upload documentation for at least two sustainability-focused education events or activities open to the
public. Include the program outreach or educational materials, flyers, press releases, newspaper articles,
screen shots of event web pages, and/or photographs. The events must have taken place during the current
school year.

3. Upload documentation that describes student involvement in at least one of the activities. Copies of
articles or reports that reference student participation and photographs are acceptable.

Resubmission Requirements
To earn points again after an approval has expired, the complete submission requirements need to be met for
the application year.

Activities from current school
year.

Two activities required, with
students involved in presenting
at least one.

Set aside promotional
materials as they are shared.

Consider reaching out to the
press to include articles about
the events or putting
information on social media.

Write up descriptions of events
while they are fresh!




What to do, and how to do it

Guidelines on how to complete an action if it is a new initiative you are taking

on.
X
Community Education & Outreach
@ Priority @ School
=4 Print [ GetPDF

Why is it important? -~ -

What to do, and how to do it ("How to")
Timeframe

This section provides guidance and recommendations for implementing the .

) daction.

Project costs and resource
needs The school or district should keep the following requirements in mind as it

undertakes this action:
What to do, and how to do it

1. The school's community education and outreach activities must have

(“"How to") : Y
been implemented within the current school year.
What to submit to earn points 2. At least two sustainability-focused community education and outreach
for this action events or activities, must have been completed, and all events and
activities must have been accessible fo school families as well as to the
Spotlight: What New Jersey general public.

schools dre doing
3. Students must have been integrally involved in at least one of the events or

v activities. hd
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Check Out Examples: Action Spotlights

Exemplar submissions from certified schools are “spotlighted” in the action
descriptions:

Community Education & Outreach

@ Priority & School

H;_l, Print D Get PDF

4
4

Why is it important?

Spotlight: What New Jersey schools are doing

Timeframe
Black River Middle School, Chester School District

The Chester School District hosts one of the largest science fairs in New Jersey.

Project cosls dnd resource The science fair is open to students in grades 1-8 in the Chester school district

needs and allows them to create a project that encourages them to dig deeper into a
specific area of science; including sustainability, energy, life science, and more.

What to do, and how to do it To view a description and advertisement of the the Chester School Disfrict .

("How to") Science Fair click here.

Ethel M. Burke Elementary School, Bellmawr Public School District

The Ethel M. Burke Elementary School implemented an innovative approach to
civic engagement by having the 2016 Third Annual Multicultural Fair. One of the
main goals for this event was to encourage cross-cultural connections amongst
Spotlight: What New Jersey the Bellmawr community. To view a description and advertisement for the
schools are doing Multicultural Fair, click here.

What to submit to edrn points
for this action

Dacmi Irmac Veterans Memorial Middle School, Brick Township School District
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Find More Examples:
Participants Map Search

Use the Participating Districts & Schools (sustainablejerseyschools.com/certification/search-
participating-districts-schools-approved-actions/) page to find examples of documentation from
certified schools and connect with school green teams

View certification report for
example documentation

View certified schools approved

Search by action for that action

- - APPLICANT COUNTY CERTIFICATION '-,__ _,.-" T\l U Al
By Certified Action q.__.‘.’i-ﬁl_% X () i
& Alexandria Middle School Huntord © BRONZE )\ / ol e 1 X0
. . (Hunterdon) unterden ® Iy j \ [ : .
Board Leadership & Planning i ' P
£ Lester D. Wilson Elementary — Rl
. . . o . Hunterdon ® BRONZE |
District Sustainakility Polic School (Hunlerdon) St g :
Y Y P East Brunswick Campus (Mlddlesex]
& Florence M. Burd Elementary ~ :r. Certification Level: Bronze =
"v‘"'# Professional DE‘VE'meEni for School (Sussex) Sussex &/ BRONZE @ Certified On: August 25, 2021 ;
Sustainability I Total Points: 150 |
—( @ Long Pond School (ussex) Sussex @ BRONZE Sx ienli‘ﬁcan:i:n F:_'iP‘?Il'lt_: %Fﬁ |
Green Enhancement of ¥ pplicant Frofile: View Fronie 4
District Strategic Plans :C :22?::1 gu:::::;:)s Hementary . . R g _ F|
Strategic Plan Implementation , _
of Green Initiatives & Bedminsfer lownship Somerset ® BRONZE
Elementary School (Somerset)
S hDD_| C{:;.rm-r-,|_|r-|i1'.',.I Asset & Roy W. Brown Middle School 5 © BRONZE
Ma PRIng (Bergen) ergen @
School District Foundation ;i:;';e'e" Hemeniary School Essex ® BRONZE Toms FEE
Essex SRR



https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/certification/search-participating-districts-schools-approved-actions/
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Why Actions are Not Approved

Action documentation completion date is outside the look-back period of the
action

What to submit to earn points for this action

In order to earn points for this action, the following documentation must be submitted to verify that the action
requirements have been met. Activities must have taken place during the current school year. Review the “What to Submit”

1. Description of Implementation. In the text box provided on the submission page for this action provide sections of th_e action .tO. find the
a short narrative (about 300 words) describing the two activities presented by the school to educate the look-back perlod of ellglble
community about sustainability topics and the impact of the outreach on the school community. Include a s . .
description of student involvement in presenting at least one of the topics to the community, aCtIVIty and documentation .(I'e'
how old can they be and still

2. Upload documentation for at |least two sustainability-focused education events or activities open to the qua”fy to earn points). On|y
public. Include the program outreach or educational materials, flyers, press releases, newspaper articles, . .

screen shots of event web pages, and/or photographs. The events must have taken place during the current submit documentation that falls
school year. within this period.

3. Upload documentation that describes student involvement in at least one of the activities. Copies of
articles or reports that reference student participation and photographs are acceptable.

Resubmission Requirements
To earn points again after an approval has expired, the complete submission requirements need to be met for
the application year.

*Can also be found in the Master Action Tracking Spreadsheet
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Why Actions are Not Approved

Proper documentation not submitted

What to submit to earn points for this action

In order to earn points for this action, the following documentation must be submitted to verify that the action
requirements have been met. Activities must have taken place during the current school year.

1. Description of Implementation. In the text box provided on the submission page for this action provide

a short narrative (about 300 words) describing the two activities presented by the school to educate the Ensure that the documentation
community about sustainability topics and the impact of the outreach on the school community. Include a . .
description of student involvement in presenting at least one of the topics to the community, Uploaded fulfills the reqmrements

i? outlined in “What to submit”
2. Upload documentation for at |least two sustainability-focused education events or activities open to the

public. Include the program outreach or educational materials, flyers, press releases, newspaper articles,
screen shots of event web pages, and/or photographs. The events must have taken place during the current
school year.

ﬁ 3. Upload documentation that describes student involvement in at least one of the activities. Copies of
articles or reports that reference student participation and photographs are acceptable.

Resubmission Requirements
To earn points again after an approval has expired, the complete submission requirements need to be met for
the application year.




Why Actions are Not Approved

« Misinterpretation of Action Goals

— Closely read the “What to Do” and “What to Submit” portion of the action to
ensure that what you plan to submit is in line with the intent of the action

« Seeking credit for the same initiative under two different actions

— Any initiative may only be submitted under one action, even if it fulfills the
requirements of more than one action. Review the entire application to spot
duplication.

 Failure to conduct outreach/education component required for many
actions

— Read beyond the action’s title, paying close attention to the “What to Do” and
“What to Submit” sections



District & School Collaboration

DISTRICT

—
&

-
1]

\

-
1]

Points from the District application flow down to all participating

schools in the district

Determine which actions the District will complete (If an action status
is changed from “Unplanned” in the district application, then schools
are blocked from doing that action in their applications)

District application needs to be completed and submitted in the same
time frame as school applications

Districts can earn up to 620 points
to support school certification
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& Partner With Your Municipal Green Team

y( - CERTIFIED. ).

o Actions that earn points in both programs
00
(B (Collaboration actions)

« Community Education & Outreach
 Green Fair

» Green Your Green Fair/School Event
« Civic & Stewardship Activities

* Recycling Non-Mandated Materials

e School Gardens

« Community Asset Mapping Westfield

. Safe Routes to SChOOl 2024 Green Team Collaboration Award
« Waste Audit

TIP: Look up your town on the Sustainable Jersey Municipal Program homepage to get
contact information: https://www.sustainablejersey.com/certification/search-participating-
municipalities-approved-actions/



Green Team Resources

TIP: Download the Master Action

Creating a Green Team Working on Certification .
Tracking Spreadsheet to survey
/ actions and plan:
Learn what you need to know View resources to help green i i
when establishing a green tearns achieve cerlification. httDSZ//WWW.SUSta Ina blelerseVSChOO
team.

Is.com/fileadmin/media/Grants and

Resources/Green Team Resources

/Certification/SJS Master Action Tr
acking Spreadsheet.xlsx

Green Team Promotion Apply for a Grant TIP: Download the Application User
Guide:

Read helpful tips on how to Find out about Sustainable httpS'//WWW sustainablejerseyschoo

promote the work of your team. Jersey for Schools grants fo help - - - : : ;

complete actions. |s.com/fileadmin/media/Actions an

d Certification/Dashboard/Online A

pplication User Guide for Schools.
pdf

https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/resources/green-team-resources/


https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/fileadmin/media/Grants_and_Resources/Green_Team_Resources/Certification/SJS_Master_Action_Tracking_Spreadsheet.xlsx
https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/fileadmin/media/Actions_and_Certification/Dashboard/Online_Application_User_Guide_for_Schools.pdf

Help Sessions

An opportunity to get support at any step in the program.

Registration Organizing Using the Discussing Application

process your team application strategy feedback

Schedule a help
session.



https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0/appointments/schedules/AcZssZ3DYzz16HGiicOR1cJjjTSNWGsLr5iMI10jb3ycMMkqr9Ggyk5G_w1ldR5FkwDKp0sAcJ1VcsXp
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Strategy for moving forward!

Make a plan!

Focus on completing your Green Team Action
 Two Priority Actions

« Low-hanging fruit — Look for actions that your school/district is
already doing.

 Then review remaining actions to determine which could be
completed by the final deadline.

« Add additional contributors to your dashboard to help with the
documentation



2025-2026 New Actions

School Grounds

Tree Planting: 5-25 Points

This variable point action awards points to schools for planting and maintaining at
least five frees on school grounds or on other public property used by

students. Points awarded depend on the number of trees planted and whether
pavement had to be cut to plant the frees. Additional points are available for
demonstrating significant student involvement. Earning points for resulomission
requires proof of the health of the trees planted in the prior cerification cycle and
may be augmented by planting new frees.

2025-2026 Temporarily Suspended Actions

The following actions are temporarily suspended pending updates to the
action guidance and requirements:

* Authentic Application of Digital Learning Tools and Content
* Personadlized Learning and Growing Independent Learners
* Behavior-Based Energy Conservation Programs

» Sustainable Fleets

Program Updates

2025-2026 Action Updates

Energy Efficiency

Energy Tracking & Management: 10, 15, 20 Points

This action has been revised to update the requirements and point structure. The
base 10 points remain unchanged, while the additional 10 points have been divided
info two levels: 5 points for submitfing a benchmarking report (e.g., from EPA’s
ENERGY STAR Porffolio Manager) and 5 points for demonstrating an active energy
management process, such as having an energy management team or coordinator
and proof of regular meetings. This revision recognizes schools and districts already
managing their energy use and encourages others to establish a process for future
certification cycles.

October 1 Certification Webinar will go over the updates
in more details.



Final Thoughts & Takeaways

* Certification Cycle: It is doable! Many schools achieve
certification by the 2" deadline. Additional schools continue to
work on their applications throughout the application cycle up
to the final deadline. Some schools even take a two year
approach.

* Open Source: Once a school is certified, a report of its approved
actions will be publicly available on our website. The goal is to
share best practices. Please do not include any sensitive/private
information in your submissions.



™ SUSTAINABLE JERSEY
@ GRANTS PROGRAM Nj€A

2025-2026 Cycle Currently Open!

FOR WHO? New Jersey public school district or school affiliated with NJEA that

is participating in Sustainable Jersey for Schools

0L QU VNI $2,000 and $10,000 grants for sustainability projects

FOR WHEN? Grants will be awarded in late March 2026 and have a 12-18 month

performance period to complete the project

B R(013{  Visit our website at bit.ly/SJSNJEAgrants to learn more and apply

Online applications due by 11:59pm on October 31, 2025



2076
SCHOOLS CERTIFICATION

FALL WEBINAR SERIES

OCT.1 DEC. 4

SEP.24

Register: bit.ly/SJSFallCertWebinars




Are you signed up for the Sustainable

Jersey for Schools mailing list?

Bi-weekly emails with program updates, new funding
opportunities, partner event information, and more!

Join Sustainable Jersey For Schools

g’ R\ Mailing List
#l SUSTAINABLE ¥

Sign-up button located at the bottom of the Sustainable Jersey

for Schools website homepage at sustainablejerseyschools.com





mailto:Schools@sustainablejersey.com

Sustainable Jersey for Schools Underwriters and Sponsors

Program Underwriters
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*Digital Schools Underwriters and Sponsors

IG: Sustainable_Jersey | Twitter: @SJ_Program and @SJ_Schools | FB: @SustainableJersey | LinkedIn: sustainable-jersey
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