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Free Resources for Implementing 
Climate Change Education



Presenters 

• Rosalie Morillo 

– Program Manager School Content and Special Projects

– Sustainable Jersey for Schools

• Dr. Lauren Madden 

– Professor of Elementary Science Education at TCNJ

– Coordinator of the Environmental Sustainability Education minor and 

graduate certificate

– Authored the Report on K-12 Climate Change Education Needs in New 

Jersey



Sustainability Framework: 
100+ Actions for Sustainability

https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/actions/



Sustainable Jersey for Schools

• Identifies actions to become more sustainable 

• Provides tools, resources, and guidance to 

make progress

• Provides access to grants for schools and 

school districts

• Recognizes accomplishments

• Awards certification to individual schools but 
requires School Board and district level support

A free, voluntary program that provides tools, training, and grants to New 
Jersey public schools to help them implement sustainability initiatives and 

achieve certification.
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Digital Schools Star encourages schools 
personnel at all levels and in all 
departments to work together to improve:

• planning
• decision making
• curriculum
• pedagogy
• budgeting

Digital Schools Star 

• technology 
resources to help 
students become 
better prepared for 
the future



New Funding Cycle Announced!

Informational 

Webinar

3-4pm on 

Thursday, 

December 15, 

2022

Application 

Deadline

Award 

Notification

s

By early May 

2023 with an 

event in early 

June 2023

By 11:59pm 

on Friday, 

March 10, 

2023

Performanc

e Period

10k Grants:

18 months

2k Grants:

12 months

• $100,000 is available to New Jersey public schools participating in the Sustainable 

Jersey for Schools programs

– $2k and $10k grants to fund sustainability projects and support your green team

Learn More & 

Apply



Learning Targets and Goals

We hope by the end of the session that you will:

• Understand the value of the Report on K-12 Climate Change Education 

Needs in NJ 

• Utilize the report as a starting point for developing a plan to integrate 

Climate Change Education across grades and subjects areas

• Become familiar with a various Free resources that will support the 

integration climate change across the curriculum 



Thought Leaders Committee

• In partnership with NJ School Boards, Sustainable Jersey for Schools 

assembled a committee of “Thought Leaders” from across NJ to identify 

critical needs concerning implementing climate change education across 

grades and subject areas.

• Dr. Lauren Madden appointed to write a summary report. 

• Many rounds of feedback and revision ensured that we were able to 

address needs in a comprehensive manner







With more detail

We provide clear suggestions and guidelines around four key categories:

a. Professional Learning

b. Curricular Resources

c. Community-based Climate Change Education

d. Support from School Boards and Administrators

Where 

we’ll focus 

today. 



Initial Steps 



Current Resources 



Understanding the Standards

https://www.nj.gov/education/standards/climate/learning/gradeband/





Are we ready for this?

• We conducted a survey-based study in June 2022 (follow up scheduled for 

December 2022) to assess teachers’ preparedness with respect to teaching about 

climate change

• 51 teachers responded representing all grade levels and content areas, and at 

least 23 school districts

• Mixed responses with regard to their familiarity with the standards

– The majority of respondents (57%) cited that they needed more access to 

curricular materials

– An even larger number (75%) noted that they needed more professional 

learning opportunities

– But the story on professional learning is a bit more complex that it might seem



But what do we mean when we say professional learning? 



If we consider what teachers are doing to 

prepare themselves, the picture is a bit 

more hopeful! 





www.njclimateeducation.org

The NJ Climate Change Education Hub

22

ReflectionThe Hub

URL: www.njclimateeducation.org

http://www.njclimateeducation.org/




• Students in grades 6 – 12 

• Teams of 2 – 12 students

• Complete a School or Community Project   

Addressing the Human Causes or 

Environmental Impacts of Climate Change

• Produce a Digital Story Video

School finalists awarded grants ranging from $2,500 to $500



Timeline

• Teacher Registration Open Now
• March 31 –Submissions are Due
• Early May – Finalists Announced
• Early June – Awards Ceremony     

hosted by First Lady Tammy 
Murphy



Middle & High School Teachers, Supervisors & Administrators

Connecting Climate Change to Curriculum

Professional Development Day

January 18 at TCNJ

• Climate Change Primer

• Unpacking the Standards

• Integrating Climate Change 
Education into Existing Curriculum

• Empowering Students to Act

• Planning with Content Area Peers

• Free Resources



Got Questions?

http://dontchangethislink.peardeckmagic.zone?eyJ0eXBlIjoiZnJlZVJlc3BvbnNlLXRleHQiLCJkcmFnZ2FibGVzIjpbeyJpZCI6ImRyYWdnYWJsZTAiLCJ0eXBlIjoiaWNvbiIsImljb24iOnsiaWQiOiJkZWZhdWx0LWNpcmNsZSJ9LCJjb2xvciI6IiNENTFEMjgifV0sImRyYWdnYWJsZVNpemUiOjEyLjU1LCJlbWJlZGRhYmxlVXJsIjoiaHR0cHM6Ly8iLCJhbnN3ZXJzIjpbXX0=pearId=magic-pear-shape-identifier
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Sustainable Jersey for Schools Underwriters and Sponsors



Thank You

Rosalie Morillo

rosalie.morillo@tcnj.edu

(609)-771-2802

Dr. Lauren Madden
maddenL@tcnj.edu
609-771-3319

mailto:rosalie.morillo@tcnj.edu
mailto:maddenL@tcnj.edu


For more updates on 

upcoming programs and 

grant opportunities!


