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Sustainable Jersey for Schools

• Identifies actions to become more sustainable 

• Provides tools, resources, and guidance to 

make progress

• Provides access to grants for schools and 

school districts

• Recognizes accomplishments

• Awards certification to individual schools but 
requires School Board and district level support

A free, voluntary program that provides tools, training, and grants to New 
Jersey public schools to help them implement sustainability initiatives and 

achieve certification.
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Sustainable Jersey for Schools

Howell Twp. School District Long Branch School District Hazlet School District
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Sustainable Jersey Digital Schools

Future Ready Schools – New Jersey 
• Advance digital learning equity and progress in New Jersey

• Designed based on the Sustainable Jersey model

• Certified 259 schools from 76 districts as Future Ready (Ceased operations in 2019)

Transition to Sustainable Jersey Digital Schools
• 48 FRS-NJ Indicators integrated into Sustainable Jersey Digital Schools actions 
• Partnership of NJSBA / NJDOE / Sustainable Jersey

o Supported by the New Jersey LEE Group 

o Launched in December 2020
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Digital Schools Action Categories

● School Culture & Climate (3 actions)

● Student Learning (14 actions)

● Digital Technology Access (4 actions)

● Digital Learning Practice (4 actions) 

● Digital Learning Leadership (4 actions)
○ Digital Citizenship
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Pursuing Digital Schools Star recognition…
Encourages school personnel at all levels 
and in all departments to work together 
to improve:

• planning
• decision making
• curriculum
• pedagogy
• budgeting

Digital Schools Star Recognition 

• technology 
resources to help 
students become 
better prepared 
for the future



Learning Targets and Goals

We hope by the end of the session that you can:

• Apply lessons learned regarding the development and implementation 

of a district digital citizenship plan 

• Develop and communicate digital citizenship goals

• Evaluate current district strategies and practices related to digital 

citizenship training for staff, students and parents

• Implement strategies to engage parents and community members in 

their digital citizenship efforts

• Assess adequacy of district’s appropriate use of policies in addressing 

cyber bullying and inappropriate digital behaviors



Readington Township Public Schools

● Serve approximately 1400 students 

○ Two K-3 Elementary schools

○ One 4-5 Intermediate school

○ One 6-8 Middle School

● Located in Hunterdon County

● 1:1 Chromebooks; K - iPads

● Committed to sustainability efforts

○ Awarded Silver Status SJS (4)

○ Digital Star Status (1)



Why pursue this for SJ certification?

• Helped us to define and clarify digital citizenship consistently as a 

district.

– There are no “digital natives”

• Encouraged us to refine our digital citizenship plan and strategies.

– New Media Literacy standards helped us to revise digital 

citizenship concepts within our curriculum.

– Half of the “technology skills” are actually thinking skills applied 

to a technology.



How did we build our DC plan?

• Enhanced our existing practices to 

meet Sustainable NJ criteria.

• LMS presented information literacy 

curriculum revisions and 

opportunities for collaboration to 

staff.

• Outreach (Parent Academy, 

website, newspaper article) 



K-Grade 3

Sample Resources

NetSmartzKids.org

Be Internet Awesome

Interland

Marvel’s Web Warriors

https://www.netsmartzkids.org/
https://beinternetawesome.withgoogle.com/en_us
https://beinternetawesome.withgoogle.com/en_us/interland
https://www.marvelhq.com/create-your-own-super-hero


Web Warriors have the important job of being a 
responsible digital citizens.  On my computer I am 

Smart, Alert, Strong, Kind, and Brave.

When I am smart I keep extra sensitive information to 
myself. When I’m Alert I spot the signs of a potential 
scam. When I’m Strong I create a strong password 
that no one will figure out. When I am Kind I speak up 
against bullying and report it every time.The last one is 
I’m Brave.  When I’m brave I stand up when I see 
something I am not comfortable with. That is how I’m a 
Web Warrior!  



Grades 4-5

Sample Resources:

Common Sense Media’s

Digital Passport

How to spot fake news/Newsela



Grades 6-8

• Lessons and interactions with 

Guidance counselors

• Information Literacy curriculum 

lessons taught by LMS in 

Language Arts, Social Studies, 

Health, and Science classes

• Key concepts are reinforced by 

content area teachers



5 Ways to Model Responsible

Digital Citizenship

Create guidelines for appropriate posts.
THINK! Before you post a comment/photo/video, is it…

T =true?

H =helpful?

I =inspiring?

N =necessary?

K =kind?

https://www.aruma.com.au/about-us/blog/online-trolls-targeting-people-with-a-disability/


Information Literacy Lessons

● Media Literacy

○ Source Evaluation

● Visual Literacy

● Responsible photo/video use



Lessons learned…

• Involve all key participants, including computer 

science teachers, counselors, and library media 

specialists.

• Give all staff the time and training to incorporate 

Digital Citizenship criteria into their practice.

• All things are scalable.



Essex County Donald M. Payne Sr.

School of Technology

● Serves approximately 1300 students 

○ Part of Essex County Schools Technology

○ Three Vocational High Schools

○ Serving HS Students in Essex County

○ Students Come from over 20 Middle Schools,

■ Predominantly from Newark, East 

Orange, Irvington areas

Bronze Level Sustainable School, Digital Star

West Caldwell Tech (Silver)
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Our Digital Citizenship curriculum begins 

with our required incoming 9th Grade 

Summer Enrichment program, where all 

incoming 9th graders participate in 8 

weeks of summer instruction in english, 

math, science, and digital citizenship. 

Digital Citizenship is then embedded into 

the curriculum across subjects and 

especially in ELA relating to media 

literacy.

Essex County Schools of 
Technology



Essex County Donald M. Payne Sr.

School of Technology

Why Digital Citizenship was so important for us:

● Students level of computer and digital literacy 

skills were varied based on prior knowledge 

and skills

● Almost all of our 85% of HIB cases involved 

social media and technology

● 1-1 Chromebook Program

● CTE programs need to reflect Career based  

Research, Technology and Work based 

Learning Skills

● Senior Mentors become Digital Mentors
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Digital Learning Practices
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Additionally Throughout the Year, Teachers Attend 

training and integrate in curriculum: 

● History of Social Media

● Positive and Negative Influences of Social 

Media today

● Opportunities to use a variety of digital 

platforms to design products and share 

information such as digital video and 

photography skills and video editing software.

● Investigating verbal and nonverbal 

communication to present ideas

● "Netiquette" and Digital Citizenship

● Ethical Use of Digital Resources



Resources We Used 



Essex County Donald M. Payne Sr.

School of Technology



Lessons learned…

• Adding Student 

Mentors, increased 

overall student 

accountability

• Broke down barriers 

for student dialogue

• Provide Summer 

Institute for Staff



Questions or comments? 

http://dontchangethislink.peardeckmagic.zone?eyJ0eXBlIjoiZnJlZVJlc3BvbnNlLXRleHQiLCJkcmFnZ2FibGVzIjpbeyJpZCI6ImRyYWdnYWJsZTAiLCJ0eXBlIjoiaWNvbiIsImljb24iOnsiaWQiOiJkZWZhdWx0LWNpcmNsZSJ9LCJjb2xvciI6IiNENTFEMjgifV0sImRyYWdnYWJsZVNpemUiOjEyLjU1LCJlbWJlZGRhYmxlVXJsIjoiaHR0cHM6Ly8iLCJhbnN3ZXJzIjpbXX0=pearId=magic-pear-shape-identifier
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Sustainable Jersey for Schools Sponsors and Funders



Thank You
Rosalie Morillo

rosalie.morillo@tcnj.edu

(609)-771-2802

Tiffany Lucey

tlucey@trschools.com

@TiffanyLucey

Sherry Krial

skrial@readington.k12.nj.us

908-534-2195 ext. 2959

Stephanie Singer

ssinger@readington.k12.nj.us

Instragram: @RMSLMC
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