


Sustainable Jersey for Schools

• Empowers public schools to build a 
better world for future generations with 
the tools, training, and financial 
incentives necessary to pursue critical 
sustainability initiatives

– Free, voluntary sustainability 
certification program

– Subject-specific guidance for over 
100 sustainability topics

– Technical Assistance programs

– Annual Grants Program

To achieve a brighter future, one school at a time.





• Provides funding for municipalities and 
schools participating in the Sustainable 
Jersey programs

• Since 2009, over $3.6 million awarded to 
participating public schools and school 
districts for over 800 projects

• Over 56% of registered school districts 
have received at least one grant 

• 50% of all grant funding is reserved for 
certified schools

Sustainable Jersey Grants Program

Hackensack Public Schools - $10,000



Our Partnership with NJEA

• The New Jersey Education 
Association underwrites both the 
Sustainable Jersey for Schools 
program and the Grants Program

• NJEA is contributing $180,000 to 
support the 2025 Sustainable Jersey 
for Schools Grants Program for 
public school districts and schools

• NJEA has provided over $2.75 
million in program support and 
grants since 2014



Grants Cycle Overview

bit.ly/SJSNJEAgrants

All information and resources for the 
grants cycle can be found on the 
Sustainable Jersey for Schools website:

Grants and TA  NJEA Cycle



Check the map to determine 
your Sustainable Jersey status

Eligibility Requirements 

Affiliation

School OR District

https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/certification/search-participating-districts-schools-approved-actions/


Participants Map Search
Use the Participating Districts & Schools (sustainablejerseyschools.com/certification/search-
participating-districts-schools-approved-actions/) page to check your school or district’s status in the 
Sustainable Jersey for Schools program

Click on View 
Map on the 
Sustainable 
Jersey for 
Schools 
website’s 
homepage

Use the List View and Ctrl+F to find your school

* If not listed, your school district 
or school is not registered

SD Registered

Certified

Registered

STATUS

Certified & 
Digital Star

https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/certification/search-participating-districts-schools-approved-actions/


Previous Grant Recipients

*Please note that the NJEA grants are awarded the year after the listed program cycle
+ A grant is closed when the final report has been submitted and approved by Sustainable Jersey



Available Funding
School Districts and Schools are 
considered separate applicants

School Districts

• Can apply for one LARGE grant 
for district-level projects

Schools

• Can apply for one LARGE and 
one SMALL grant, but can only 
receive ONE

Collaboration with community 
organizations is encouraged!

10 $10,000 40 $2,000



Use of Funding

Funding Level Use of Funds
Fund all or part of a project that will earn points 
toward a Sustainable Jersey for Schools action, 
including the Innovative Project action.
Fund general operating support and direct 
expenses for green teams.
Fund a project that leverages partnerships with 
community resources and includes an outreach 
component focused on promoting community 
awareness of the project.

LARGE and
SMALL

SMALL

LARGE

https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/actions/
https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/actions/#open/action/56


Grant Project Ideas
Utilize the Previous Grant Cycle Awards as a resource

https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/grants/previous-recipients-projects/


IG: Sustainable_Jersey | Twitter: @SJ_Schools | FB: @SustainableJersey | LinkedIn: sustainable-jersey
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Energy Projects

 Energy audits and incentive programs

− Lighting upgrades, purchasing new EE 
equipment, etc.

• Electric vehicle charging stations

• Electric vehicle purchases

• Energy education, conservation, and or behavioral 
change projects

Interested in energy projects? Review the 
available funding and resources in Attachment 1 
in the Application Information Packet

https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/fileadmin/media/Grants_and_Resources/Small_Grants/NJEA/Application_Information_Packets/2023_NJEA_Application_Information_Packet.pdf


• What you should consider:
− The status of your green team—

does it need financial support?
− Identifying where you need 

financial assistance to complete a 
program action

− Identifying a need within the 
school, district or community

− Identify an innovative project that 
you cannot find funding for 
elsewhere

− Identify an opportunity to partner 
with community stakeholders

Projects for Points

Play It Again, 
Toms RiverLimitless Café at Howell 

Twp MS North

Solar Bus Shelter at 
West Orange HS

https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/actions/


Other Resources



Benefits of Energy Technical Assistance:
• Improve facility comfort and safety
• Lower school district carbon footprint
• Understand facility usage
• Save money on utility bills
• Gain points in Certification Program
• Most importantly, its FREE

Energy Technical Assistance

To request Energy Technical Assistance: 
bit.ly/SJEnergyTARequestForm

http://bit.ly/SJEnergyTARequestForm
http://bit.ly/SJEnergyTARequestForm


School District Data Center

Sustainable Jersey collects and processes 
sustainability related data for school 
districts. 

The Data Center has data on student 
demographics, languages spoken at home, 
household characteristics, and information 
on alternative fuel vehicles organized by 
public school districts in New Jersey.

Data is updated on an ongoing basis.

Check the School District Community 
Profile Data on Sustainable Jersey for 
Schools for your school’s data. 

https://www.sustainablejersey.com/fileadmin/media/resources/Energy_Resources/School_District_Community_Profile.xlsx


Sustainable Jersey Purchasing Resource 
Center: Designed to Support your Sustainable 
Transportation Goals

This tool assists you in purchasing key green 
technologies:

1. Electric vehicles (EVs)
2. Electric vehicle supply equipment (EVSE)

Coming Soon:
1. Green Grounds Equipment
2. EV Accessories
3. Building Management Systems



Empowered Schools

Receive free support and resources to educate PK-12 
students about energy-related issues [link]

• Integrates STEAM principles to promote energy literacy 
through lesson plans, hands-on activities, and 
competitions

• Students will use the school building and their homes as 
learning labs to solve real-world problems and generate 
cultural change by making energy efficiency visible, 
important, and doable

https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/grants/empowered-schools/


Participation in this program can help to earn points in the Safe Routes to School District 
Policy action, Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety and Promotion Initiatives action, and 
the School Travel Plan for Walking and Biking action.

https://www.saferoutesnj.org/find-your-srts-
regional-coordinator/

https://www.sustainablejersey.com/actions/#open/action/598
https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/actions/#open/action/14
https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/actions/#open/action/16
https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/actions/#open/action/15
https://www.saferoutesnj.org/find-your-srts-regional-coordinator/


 Reduce, Recover & Recycle Food Waste - Sustainable 
Jersey Toolkit for PreK-12 Schools

− This toolkit, produced by Sustainable Jersey and 
Rutgers Cooperative Extension, provides guidance, 
resources, and examples for addressing food waste 
while also promoting healthy food and addressing 
food insecurity. 

− It covers a range of topics that include: waste audits; 
reducing and recycling organic food / packaging 
waste; recovering uneaten food; training staff on and 
implementing food service best practices; educating 
and engaging students; running school-wide 
campaigns; and using school gardens to promote 
sustainable food knowledge and behaviors. 

Food Waste Resources



https://www.nj.gov/agriculture/farmtoschool/
Registration%20Now%20Open%202025.pdf

https://www.nj.gov/agriculture/farmtoschool/Registration%20Now%20Open%202025.pdf


 In June 2020, New Jersey became the first 
state in the nation to incorporate climate 
change education across its K-12 learning 
standards.

− View a list of resources on our website 
here

− https://subjecttoclimate.org/

• Can get points for any of the Student Learning 
actions, which are a priority

Climate Change 
Curriculum Resources

https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/resources/resource-library/climate-change-curriculum/
https://subjecttoclimate.org/


 A Digital Schools Star embraces 
the mindful implementation of 
effective digital learning and 
communication tools, resources, 
and practices – a commitment 
that is evident in its mission, 
culture, classrooms, and 
interactions with its stakeholders

− The program actions were 
recently revised—review 
updates here.

Digital Schools Program

https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/actions/program-updates/


Application Process
bit.ly/SJSNJEAgrants



Getting Started on an App

Please note that each 
individual school will need its 
own account. Any district 
applications must be submitted 
through a district account.

SIGN UP OR SIGN IN



MUST be a school district 
employee. If working with a 
consultant who plans on 
submitting the application on 
behalf of the school/district, 
they should submit it using a 
school/district grant account 
with a proper primary contact.

Note that school applicants that 
wish to apply for both a 10k and a 
2k grant will need to submit two
separate applications, but can use 
the same account and profile.

PRIMARY CONTACT



The Submit button will turn Green and become clickable once you mark your application form for 
that section as complete. This is only possible once all required fields have been filled out. You will 
need to click submit for each of the three application sections. You can access the next section only 
after completing the one before it, but you will still be able to access any section to make changes 
before the application deadline (even if you submitted that section already).

SUBMITTING YOUR APPLICATION



Application Resources

Flyer QuickStart Guide App Info Packet



Application Sections
Grant Account and Profile
School Grant Proposal – due 10/31/25
1. Requested Funding Amount 4. Application Contacts
2. Sustainable Jersey Grant History 5. Grant Proposal
3. Applicant Information 6. Optional Information
Current Sustainable Jersey for Schools Status - due 10/31/25
1. Current Status in the SJS Program 2. Green Team Documentation*
NJEA Local Association President Correspondence - due 10/31/25
1. Evidence of NJEA Local Association President Correspondence
Grant Authorization Resolution – due 12/5/25
1. Authorization to submit grant application

*Not required from Sustainable Jersey schools currently certified in the Sustainable Jersey for 
Schools program (or districts with at least one certified school)



Application 
Walkthrough



Section One: School 
Grant Proposal

Must answer these 
questions first in 
order to populate 
the application form 
with questions 
specific to the grant 
you are applying for.

 Are you submitting an application as a school district 
or school?

− School District OR School

 Is your school district/school affiliated with NJEA? 

− Yes OR No

 Which grant are you applying for?

− $2,000 OR $10,000

Preliminary Questions



Section One: School 
Grant Proposal

As long as the project is 
finished, a grant can be 
closed out by submitting 
a final report. Contact us 
to see if your school or 
district has any open 
grants and what your 
close-out options are. It 
may be possible to close 
out a grant in time.

 Previously-awarded grants from the 
Sustainable Jersey Grants Program can affect 
your school or district’s eligibility to apply for 
another grant

− Review the eligibility chart for previous 
grant recipients

− Schools are eligible to have two open 
grants at one time—one 10k and one 2k 
grant

SJ Grant History



Section One: School 
Grant Proposal

 Outstanding Grants (Open Past Original Reporting Deadline)  

− Unable to apply for any grants until the outstanding grant is closed
− Still the case if the previously-awarded grant has an extension

 Open grants in an individual school do not affect the district’s or any other 
schools’ eligibility to apply for a grant—all are considered separate entities

SJ Grant History



Section One: School 
Grant Proposal

 School/District Name and County

− Search for your school/district name via the search bar 
and this information will auto-fill

Applicant Information
Please note that 
schools/districts with 
the same name may 
have to try clicking 
on more than one 
name before finding 
the one assigned to 
the correct county.



Section One: School 
Grant Proposal

 NJDOE School District Code

 District Employer Identification Number (EIN)

− Ask your fiscal contact for this

 Number of Students the District Serves

 Percentage of Students in District on Free or Reduced Lunch

Applicant Information – All Applicants
Can get all of this 
information from the 
most recent Fall 
Enrollment Reports 
via the NJDOE 
website here.

https://www.nj.gov/education/doedata/enr/


Section One: School 
Grant Proposal

 Type of School Applicant (Elementary, Middle, or High)

 School Student Population 

− Ask your fiscal contact for this

 Percentage of Students in School on Free or Reduced 
Lunch

Applicant Information – School Applicants Only

Can get all of this 
information from the 
most recent Fall 
Enrollment Reports 
via the NJDOE 
website here.

https://www.nj.gov/education/doedata/enr/


Section One: School 
Grant Proposal

 Provide the name, email address, phone number, and phone number extension 
(if applicable) for the following contacts:

− Superintendent (title not needed)
− Principal (only for School Applicants)
− Fiscal Contact (will also need mailing address)
− NJEA Local Association President
− Media Contact (optional)

Applicant Contacts

Community 
engagement is 
important, so it is 
good to have someone 
responsible for project 
promotion.



Section One: School 
Grant Proposal

 All Grant Applications Must Include:

− Project Title and Brief Description
− Action Plan and Timeline 

• Can use the template available here

− Budget Narrative and Detailed Project Budget
• Can use the budget template available here

Grant Proposal
Before getting 
started on the 
proposal, review the 
evaluation criteria for 
$2,000 grants here.

https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/fileadmin/media/Grants_and_Resources/Small_Grants/Templates/SJS_Generic_Action_Plan_Form.docx
https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/fileadmin/media/Grants_and_Resources/Small_Grants/Templates/SJSchools_Small_Grants__Budget_Template_.xlsx
https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/grants/njea-cycle/proposal-evaluation/


Section One: School 
Grant Proposal

Grant Proposal
 Only 10k Grant Applications Must Include:

− Project Team
− Community Engagement
− Project Impact and Evaluation

Before getting started on 
the proposal, review the 
evaluation criteria for 
$10,000 grants here. Note 
that the evaluation process 
for the large grants is more 
extensive than that for the 
smaller grants.

https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/grants/njea-cycle/proposal-evaluation/


Section Two: 
Current SJS Status

Check Your School’s/District’s Current Program Status
 Did you check the Participating Schools and Districts Map?

 What does the map say your school’s/district’s status in the Sustainable Jersey for 
Schools program is? 

− Schools: Not Registered, Registered, Certified Bronze, Certified Silver
− District: Not Registered, Registered (Districts cannot be certified)

https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/certification/search-participating-districts-schools-approved-actions/


Section Two: 
Current SJS Status

Check Your School’s/District’s Current Program Status
 Previously certified?

− Note certification only lasts for three years and can be expired at the time of the 
grant application

 Not registered?

− Registering is free and easy. You can learn more here. 
− If you are at least in the process of registering by 10/31, your application will still be 

considered. 

https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/certification/registration-overview/


Section Two: 
Current SJS Status

Green Team Documentation
 Currently certified schools or 

districts with at least one 
certified school DO NOT need 
to provide this information

 Otherwise, we need the following 
green team documentation:

− List of green team 
members

− Summary of green team 
activities

You can either create a district or school green 
team or appoint an existing group to act as the 
green team. District green teams are created by 
resolution whereas school ones can be created 
via a letter from the principal. You can follow 
the instructions available here. It is okay if your 
green team is the same as your project team. 

https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/actions/#open/action/1


Section Three: NJEA Local 
Association President 
Correspondence

 Please upload evidence that your NJEA Local 
Association President has been informed of the green 
team’s intent to submit the grant application.

− This can include either a copy of the email that was 
sent to, or a letter of support from, your NJEA Local 
Association President.

While it would be great to 
have your NJEA Local 
Association President on 
the project team, you are 
only required to show 
proof that you have 
reached out to the 
President to let them know 
of the grant application.



Section Four: Grant 
Authorization Doc

 Upload either a School Board 
Resolution OR a letter from the 
superintendent, business 
administrator, or school principal

− A template resolution can be 
found here and a template 
letter here

− Can use the same resolution 
for a 10k and 2k grant 
application

− Must be signed and dated
− Must be submitted by 12/5/25

This resolution is DIFFERENT than the 
resolution required to register in the 
Sustainable Jersey for Schools certification 
program OR to establish a green team. 

http://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/fileadmin/media/Grants_and_Resources/Small_Grants/Current_Opportunities/SJSchools_Small_Grants_Sample_Resolution.doc
http://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/fileadmin/media/Grants_and_Resources/Small_Grants/Templates/Grant_Authorization_Letter_Template.docx


Applications Under 
Review



Selection Process

 All $10,000 proposals will be reviewed by a Blue 
Ribbon Selection Committee composed of experts 
from the public and private sectors.

 All $2,000 grants will be awarded based on the 
green team’s commitment to advancing 
sustainability initiatives in the school and how the 
proposed activities will lead to the successful 
completion of specific Sustainable Jersey for 
Schools actions.

 Other factors for consideration include geographic 
spread, team capacity, project diversity, past 
awards and community need.

Up to 50% of the grant 
funds will be reserved 
for certified schools and 
districts with at least 
one certified school



$10,000 Evaluation Criteria

Project 
Description

Project 
Team 

Members
Action Plan 
& Timeline

Community 
Engagement

Project 
Impact and 
Evaluation

Budget

15 Points 10 Points 10 Points

20 Points 25 Points 20 Points



$2,000 Evaluation Criteria

Project 
Description Budget Action Plan 

& Timeline

 Efforts the school makes towards achieving Sustainable Jersey for Schools 
certification are considered along with other factors

 Note that the $2,000 grant applications request less information than the 
$10,000 grant applications



Project Description
 The description concisely 

summarizes the specific project to 
be funded by the grant award

TIP: Project Selection
• Think “outside the box”
• Identify all requirements associated with the 

project
• Consider community dynamics when crafting 

your proposal so it’s successful
• Consult stakeholders before settling on a plan
• Understand your capacity



Penns Grove High School Example
 Clear, concise, and compelling: 

framed aquaponics as a solution to 
food insecurity in a designated food 
desert.

 Connected directly to sustainable 
farming practices and STEM 
education.

➡ Strong case for full points.



Project Team Members
 The designated project team 

appears qualified to undertake the 
proposed project

 The project team includes 
representation from district, school, 
and community stakeholder groups 
that will be involved in or impacted 
by the implementation of the 
proposed project

TIP: Building Your Team
• Include representation from 

stakeholder groups that will 
be involved/impacted by the 
implementation of the project 
like school staff, students, 
and parents.



Penns Grove High School Example
 Diverse team: superintendent, curriculum 

director, science/math supervisors, principal, 
environmental science teachers, custodial 
staff, and food services director

 Included NJEA representatives and 
community partners (Exchange Club, 
municipal green team).

➡ Demonstrated capacity and broad expertise.



Action Plan & Timeline
 The proposed project action 

plan addresses the steps 
needed to successfully 
complete the project

 Target completion dates are 
realistic and will enable the 
project to be completed 
within the 18-month 
performance period

TIP: Project Planning/Implementation
• Consider administrative delays, such as the procurement 

process and plan time for paperwork
• Research the products you plan to use
• Plan ahead for summer months/downtime
• Set deadlines and adhere to them
• Spend time and resources to train volunteers
• Try to plan for the unexpected – always have a “plan B”
• Include plans for how the success of the project will be 

shared with the school community



Action Plan & 
Timeline
 Implementation steps should start no 

earlier than mid-March 2026. Planning 
steps can occur earlier, but no grant 
funds can be spent beforehand

 Events where the grant will be 
promoted, such as a ribbon cutting 
ceremony, and materials will be 
distributed are identified



 Template available! Not required, but highly 
recommended applicants use it.

 At least take a look to make sure you are 
covering all of the steps/tasks/areas that the 
selection committee will be looking for when 
evaluating this section.

 It’s okay if you use “Month 1, Month 2…” etc., 
as needed but make sure to have an 
anticipated start and end date.

Action Plan & 
Timeline



Penns Grove High School Example
 Detailed action plan: outlined steps for 

planning, building, curriculum 
integration, outreach, and evaluation

 Identified specific milestones (e.g., 
ribbon-cutting, School Board 
presentations).

➡ Realistic and achievable within the 
18-month performance window.



Community Engagement
 Capitalize on collaborations between 

community stakeholders including 
representatives from the schools, 
municipal and county agencies, civic 
or community-based organizations, 
non-profits, professional 
organizations and local businesses.

 Expand on what is in action plan and 
timeline.

TIP: Bringing in other 
Stakeholders

• Recruit volunteers early on
• Identify and involve all relevant parties 

from the beginning
• Keep meetings short, timely, 

meaningful and efficient
• Think of how the project will affect 

other community groups and see if 
they want to get involved



Community Engagement
 Events where the grant will be promoted, such as a 

ribbon cutting ceremony, and materials will be 
distributed are identified



Penns Grove High School Example
 Planned wide promotion: social media, 

website, school board updates, signage 
with NJEA logos, ribbon-cutting.

 Brought in students, parents, staff, local 
leaders, and organizations to ensure 
visibility and ownership

➡ High score for deep and varied 
engagement.

https://youtu.be/R0JpYHoV1cM

https://youtu.be/R0JpYHoV1cM


Project Impact and Evaluation
 The project will augment existing green 

team efforts and support certification efforts 

 The proposed project is unique, innovative 
and addresses a specific need in the 
community

 What the project hopes to accomplish is 
clear and relevant background information 
is provided to better understand the true 
impact of the project

TIP: Identify Impacts
• Propose a project that 

capitalizes on collaborations 
between school and 
municipal or district/school 
stakeholders



Project Impact and Evaluation
 Who will benefit 

from the proposed 
project (students, 
school staff, 
families, community) 
and how is clearly 
articulated 

 Project outcomes 
will be evaluated



Penns Grove High School Example
 Community is a food desert (supermarket 

closed; reliance on Dollar Store).

 Highlighted nutritional inequality and 
Salem County’s 30%+ obesity rate.

 Connected to nutrition, equity, 
sustainability education, and certification.

➡ This was their strongest area — very 
likely scored near full points.

https://youtu.be/R0JpYHoV1cM

https://youtu.be/R0JpYHoV1cM


Budget
 The Budget Narrative clearly summarizes 

project expenses and identifies all the 
sources of funding needed to complete 
the proposed project, including in-kind 
contributions such as volunteer hours

 The budget is realistic, costs are justified 
and resource contributions, including in-
kind, have a reasonable value 

TIP: Tracking Expenses
• Discuss accounting and 

procurement with your business 
office ahead of time.

• Plan to create a designated grant 
account to track expenses.

• If completing an outreach project, 
justify use of promotional 
materials

• Include shipping costs
• Remember that the budget is an 

estimate and that modifications 
can be made if in receipt of the 
grant award



Budget
 Promotional items including “give-aways” (i.e. T-

shirts, water bottles, reusable bags), 
refreshments, incentives or awards do not 
comprise more than $1,000 for 10k projects and 
$200 for 2k projects

 It is clear that all additional funding besides the 
grant is in-hand or committed

 The project leverages no or low cost resources 
to cost-effectively complete the proposed project

TIP: Leveraging 
Other Resources

• Consider asking community 
members and local 
businesses for donations, 
whether it be funding or 
project materials, especially 
for promotional materials

• Can include money for a 
sign, which is required for 
applicable projects and can 
likely be donated

• Review the resources in the 
actions on the website for 
other opportunities to 
leverage resources



Budget
 Template available! Not required, but highly 

recommended applicants use it.

 The detailed project budget is consistent with 
the Budget Narrative and clearly identifies the 
eligible project expenses that will be billed to 
the grant 

 Make sure grant funds column adds to grant 
award—cannot award grants less than 2k or 
10k



Penns Grove High School Example
 Budget was itemized and eligible, 

listing tanks, filters, rafts, sump 
tanks, greenhouse structure.

 Realistic, with in-kind 
contributions and community 
support strengthening feasibility

➡ Showed responsible and 
strategic use of grant funds.

https://youtu.be/R0JpYHoV1cM

https://youtu.be/R0JpYHoV1cM


Grant Awards



 Announcement event with free breakfast, networking opportunity, and chance to get your 
photo taken with the program sponsors

 $2,000 grants will be mailed in full to the attention of the application’s fiscal contact

 $10,000 grantees will receive an initial payment of half the award amount with an 
understanding that they must front the second half of the grant 

− The final payment of the remaining half will be paid to the school/district upon 
satisfactory approval of the final report

Grant Awards

Mid-February 2026
Grant Event:

Mid-March

Grant recipients will be announced: 



 $10,000 grants will submit an interim report 
midway through the project and a final 
report after an 18 month performance period

− Note that the second half of the 
grant funds will not be released 
until the project is complete and 
final report approved

 $2,000 grants will submit a final report after 
a 12 month performance period

 Take pictures, keep track of expenses, and 
be sure to acknowledge the sponsors—will 
need this documentation for the report

Reporting Requirements



Application Tips
Consider these 4 tips to increase your chances of receiving a grant

• Schools should apply for both a small and a large grant 
– Can copy and paste information; just need to change the budget and action plan 

and timeline

• Include the community and stakeholders in as many of the steps to complete the 
project as possible, including the planning phase

– Invite municipal green team members, local businesses, and organizations

• Identify sources of in-kind donations of time, labor, and funding to show that your 
school community has skin in the game

• Be detailed—too much information is better than too little



Timeline
Timeframe Action
Wednesday 

September 10, 2025 Webinar presentation & recording posted on website

Friday
October 31, 2025

Sections One, Two, and Three of all grant 
applications due

Friday
December 5, 2025

Section Four: Grant Authorization Doc due

Should also aim to be registered, have a green 
team, and have closed out outstanding grants by 
this time

Mid-February Recipient/non-recipient notification

Mid-March Grant announcement event and funds distributed



Contact Us!
Questions about the grants program?

Kaitlyn Vollmer
Grants Program Manager
grants@sustainablejersey.com
609-771-3189

Questions about the certification program?

JoAnna Contarino
Program Coordinator
schools@sustainablejersey.com
609-771-3427

mailto:grants@sustainablejersey.com
mailto:schools@sustainablejersey.com


Thank You!
To ask questions, please either:

• Raise your hand (to ask question verbally)
– Make sure to unmute yourself using the 

green microphone button
– If calling in via the telephone, make sure 

you input the audio code: 421-874-651

• Type your question in the question box



Upcoming Events











Upcoming Energy Webinars

Sept 16th PSE&G Electric Vehicle Webinar

TBD JCPL EV Webinar 

(late September/early October) 

TBD SJS School Bus Webinar 

(late October/early November)

Nov 5th PJM and Utility Demand Response

Dec 3rd Energy Efficiency Webinar

Dec 10th Building Management Systems

Dec 17th Shared Mobility Webinar

TBD Green Financing Tools
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